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The DESIGN. 

THERE are certain powers in human nfltufe 
which feem to hold a middle place between the or^ 
gam of bodily fenfe and the faculties of moral perception : 
they have ^be en called by a very general name^ The Pow- 
ers of Imagination. Like the external fenfes^ they 
relate to matter and motion ; and at the fam^ time^ give 
the mind ideas analogous to thoje 9f moral approbation 
and diflih. As they are thi tnlets . ofjome (fthe mof^ 
^xquijtte pleafures we are acquainted with^ men of warm 
cndjenftble tempers heme fought meansr to recall the ^* 
lightful perceptions they andrd^ independent o^he objeSfs 
which originally produced them. . This gave-W^ to Jhe /- 
mitative or defigniriji arts \ fome ofwhich^ like painting 
and fculpturey direffly copy the external appearances 
ivhich were admired in nature; others Hie mufic and 
poetry^ bring them back to remembrance byjigns uhiver^ 
/ally eftablijbed and underwood. 

But thefe arts as they grew more corre^ and deliberates 
'Ufere naturally led to extend their imitation beyoni^h$ 
peculiar ohjeSfs of the imaginative powers \ ijpeciblly po^ 
et^yy which making ufe of language as the injirument by 
which it imitates^ is conjequently become an unlimited re^ 
prefentative of every Jpecies and tHodi of being, let as, 
their primary intention was onff to expre/i the obje^s of 
imagination^ and as theyflill Abound chie^y in ideas of 
that clafj they ofcourfe retain their original charaffer^ 
and all the pleafares tbey ex(it$y arc Urvfi in gaserd^ 
Pleafures of Imaginatioju ,7/4 
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4 Tie DESIGN., 

Tie defignef the following poem is to gwe a vitt^^ef 
thefe in the largejl acceptation of the term 'y to that 
, "whatever our imagination feels froln the agreeable ap- 
pearances of nature, and all the vatious entertainment 
we meet with either in poetry, painting, mufic,or any of 
the elegant arts, might be deducible from one or other ^ 
of thefe principles inthe conllitution of the human 
mind, which are here efiablifh'd and explain'd. 

In executing this general plan ^ if was necejfary firji of 
ell to dijiinguijh the imagination from our other faculties^ 
and then to. charaStarize thofe original forms or proper^ 
ties of being about zvhich it is converfanty and which are 
by nature adapted^ to it^ as light is to the eyes^ or truth 
to the underjlanding, 'thefe properties Mr. Addifoa^ 
tad reduced to the three general clajfes ofgreatnefSy no* ^ 
velty and biauty ; and into thefe we mfiy analize every 
ebje^^ howlber complex^ which properly fpeaking^ is de* 
lightful to the imagination. But fu^h an obje^ may alfo 
include many other fourcesofpleafu^e^ and its beauty^ or 
novelty^ or grandeur ^ will make a Jironger impreffton 
by reafon of this concurrence. Beftdes this, the imita- 
tive artSy efpecially poetry, owe much of their effe^ to 
fimilar exhibition of properties quite foreign to the ima- 
gination ; infomuch that in eVery line of the mofi applau- 
ded poems, we meet with either ideas drawn from the ex* 
ternal fenfes, or truths difcover*d to the underflanding^ 
§r illuftrations of contrivance and final caufes, or above 
ell the refl, with arct^mtiances proper to avjaken and en- 
gage the paffions. It were therefore neceffary to enume- . 
rate and exemplify thefe different fpecies of pleafure : e-* 
fpecially that from the paffions, which as it isfupreme in 
the noblefi works of human genius, fo being infome par- 
• titulars not a little /urprizing, gave an opportunity te , 
enliven the didadfic turn of the poem, by introducing a 
^iece of machinery to account for the appearance. Af^ 
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Jftir thefe j^arts ofth fubje^y which hotd chiefly of 
admiration^ or naturally warm and inure ff the mtnd^ a 
pleafure of a very different nature^ that from ridicule^ 
tame next to he conftdered. As thit is the Joundation of 
the comic manner tn all the arts^ and has been but very 
imperfe^ly treated by moral writers; it was thought pro- 
per to give it a particular illujlrations ^^^ to dijlinguijb 
the general fources from which the ridicule of chara£lers 

\ is deriv^d^ Here too a change ofjiile becdme riece^ary ; 

) fuch a one^ as might yet b^ conjijienty ifpojfible^ with the 
general tcifle' of compofiti'^n in the Jerious parts of the Jub^ 
je£f : nor is it an eajy tajk to give any tolerable force 
to images of this kind^ without running either into the 
gigantic exprejjions of the mock-heroic^ or the familiar 
and pointed raillery ofprofefs'dfatire s neither of which 
*" . tiould have been proper here. 

^he materials of all imitation being thus laid opeh^ 
tothing now remained but to illujlrate fome particular 
pleafures which arife either from the relations of dij^e* 
rent objeSfs one to anothen^ or from the nature ofimita* 
tion itfelf Ofthefirji kind ts that various and complin 
toted refemblance exijjtng between feveral parts of the 
material and immaterial vjorlds, which is the foundation 
of metaphor^ and wit. As it feems in a great meafure to 
depend on the early affociations ofmr ideas ^ and as this 
habit of affociating is the fource of many pleafures and 
piins in life^andon that account ^ bears a great Jhare in 
the influence of poetry and the other arts^ it is therefore 
mentioned here and its effeSfs defcriVd, Then follows a 
general account of the produ5fion of tVefe elegant arts^ 
and the fecondary pleafure y as itis'calN^ artfing from 
the refemblance of their imitations to the original appea^ 
ranees of nature. After which^ the defign is closed with 
fome reflexions on the general conduSf of she powers of i^ 

tnagingtion^ 
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6 Thel^ESIGNJ 

.maginatian^ aad ofiitheir natural and m$ral vjefulmfs 
in life. 

Cihcerntng the manner or turn of. eompofition: which 
prevails in this pieu^ little can be faid vnth propriety 
by the author. He had two models ; that antient ant 
fimple one of thefjffi Grecian po^r;, as it is refined by 
by Virgil in ^he Georgics, and the familiar epifiolary 
wayofl{or2ij^. This latter has Jeveral advantages^ 
It admits of a greater variety jffiile ; it more readily 
engages the generality of reacXrs^ as partaking Jnore of- 
> the air of converfation ; and efptcially with the ajfiflanct 
of rhyme ^ leads to a cUfer and more jconcife exprejfton: 
Jddto this the example of the mofl perjedl modern poetSy 
who hasfo happily applied this manner to the noble ft parti 
^fphilofophyy that the public tafte is inM great meafure 
formed to it alone. Yet^ after ally theJUbje^ before us 
tending almojl conjlanth to admiration and $ntnnftafm^ 
feem^d rather to demand a more open^ pathetic and fi* 
gur'dftile. This to appear more natural^ as the au^ 
thorns aim was not fo much to give formal precepts^ or 
enter ^ into the way of dire^ argumentation ^ as by ex^ 
hibiting the moff engaging profpe^s of nature^ to enlarge 
and harmonize the imagination^ an^ by that means in^ 
fcnfibly difpofe the minds of men to the fame dignity of 
tafte in religion^ morals^ and civil life. *lis on this ae^ 
eount that he is fo careful to point the benevolent intenti- 
on of the author of nature in every principle of .the Ai- 
man conftitution here infifted on \ andalfo.to unite tbt 
pjoral excellencies of life in the fame point of view with 
the meer external objects of goodHafte ; thus recommen^ 
4ing them in commott to our natural propenfity for admij 
ring what is beautiful and lovely. The jamey^ewi havi 
4iifo led Mm to introduce fome fentiments whith niyper^^ 

haps be look'd upon as not quite direff to'thffubjeff i hit 

ftnct 
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The DKSIgA. 7 

J5«r/ thiy hear an obvious relation to ity the authority of 
Virgil, tbefaultUfi model of the didaSiic poetry^ will keji 

fupport him in this particular. For the fektiments 
rbimfehes be makes no apology. . *^ . 

; ARGUMENT^'of the 

/ tirst; book. 

nrHEjubjeS proposed; verfe 1. to ^o^ 
-^ Dipculty of treating it poetically ; v. 45* 
The ideas of the divine mindj the origin ofe^- 
^erj quali^pleajing to the imagination ; v. 
^6. to 78. The natural variety ofconjlitu^ 
on in the jninds ofmen^ with if s final caufe; 
to V- ^6. The idea ^ a fine imagination^ and 
thefiate of the mind in the enjoyment cfthoje 
pleafurffS v)hich it affords ; v.-^oo, to 132. 
^11 the primbry pleafures of imagination 
refult from the perception of greatnefs or 
ivonderfulnefs^ or beauty inobjeas ; V. 145* 
^^The pieafurefrom greatnefs with ifs final 
^^?au/e ; V. 151. to 221. Tleafurefromno^ 
veltj or ivonderfulnefs^ with if s final caufe; 
V. 22 2, to 270, Tleajhre from beauty^ 
with it's final caufe ; v. 275^ to 372. The 
connexion of beauty with truth and good, ap-- 

^lied 



9 A»B"™^^ of the 'First Book. 

filed to the conduB oflifi ; v<. 384. Invi' 
tatiou to the Jiudy of moral phUoJophy ; to 
^8. * The different degrees of beauty /'» 
different fpcies ofobjeHs ; v. 448. Colour^ 
Jhapey natural concretes ; vegetables ; ani~ 
mdt ; the mind ; v. 445. to 475. Thejub- 
limet the fair y the ivonderfutofthe tmna; v. 
497. to 526. The connexion of the 4magi- 
natim and the inoral faculty ; v. 557, Con- 
tkjiotb 
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THE 

PLEASURES 

OF 

IMAGINATION. 

SooK the First.. 

WtxH what attraftivexharms this goodlv fraine 
Oi nature touciie^tbe confentii^ hearis 
Of morlal meb ; and what the plealing ftoies 
Which beauteous imitatioo thence derives . 
To deck the poet's, or the painter's toil i Jf 

My verfe unfolds. Atteud, ye gentle poiy'ra 
Of (o) MUSICAL Delight ! and whilel fing 
Your gifts, your honours, dance around niyfirain. > 
Thou, fmiling queea 9f/9^ty tuneful breafl. 
Indulgent Fancy j iioOTihe tuneiul bmka ta 



10 The PLEASURES 

Of Avon, whence thy lofy fingeis cull 

Frefli flowers and dews to ^nUe on the turf ' 

Where Sh A K Espfc AR s lies, be prefent : auid with thed 

LetiFiCT'ioN comey upon her vagrant wings 

Wafting ten tfaoufand colours thro' the aSr, se 

And, by the glances of her magic eye. 

Combining each in endleis, feiry forms^ 

Her wild creation. Ooddefi of the I^re 

Which rules the accents of the moving fphere^ 

Wilt thod; eternal HAHMotiY \ defcend, ^ 2d 

And join this feftive train ? for with thee corned 

The guide, the guardian of their lovely fports, 

Majeftic Truth ; and where Truth deigns to come 

Her Qfter Liberty will not be far. 

Be prefent all ye Giitii' who conduft 2jp 

The wand'riflg foojtftept of the youthful bard. 

New to your fprings and fhades : who touch bis ear 

With finer founds ; who heighten to his^ye 

The bloom of n&mre, and before him turn 

The gayeft, happieft attitudes of things. ^ 30 

•A ■ ' 

Oft ha\re the laws of each poetic ftraht 
The critic^erfe employed 5 yet ftill unfung 
La^ this prime fubjefi;, tho' importing moft 
Avjoet's name : for fruitlefi is th' attempt 
By dull obedience and the curb of rules, 3$ 

For creeping toil to climb the hard afcent 
Of high Parnaflus. Nature's kindling breath 
MuH fire the chofen gpnius ; nature's hand 
Miub point die path, and imp his eagte-wings 
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£xulttng o'er the paiaful fieep to foar ^g 

High as the fummit : there to breath at large 

JEtfaerial ait ; with bards and fages old, 

Immortal fors of praife. Thefe flatfring fcenes 

To this neg1e£ting labour court my fong \ ^ 

Yet not {h) unponfcious what a doubtful talk^ 45 

To paint the fiheft features of the mind^ 

And to moft fubtile arid myfterious things 

Give colour, ftrerigth and motion* But the love 

Of natufie arid the mufes bids explore. 

Thro' fecret paths ^rewhile untrod l)y man^ 50 

The fair poetic region, to detedl 

IJntafted fprings,^ to drink inlpiring draughts \ 

Ahd'fhade my temples with unfiu&ig fiow'rs» 

<Cuird from the laureat vak's profound rec^fs^ 

Where fiever poec gain'd a wreath before. 55 

, Tri^m heaven niy (trains begin; fromheav^lnddcends 
The flame of genius to the human breaft> 
And love send beauty, and poetic joy 
And infpfratiori. Ere the radiant fun 
Sprur^ from the eaft, or 'mid the vault of ni^ 6C^ 
The moon fuf^nded her ferener lamp ; 
Ere mountains, woods, or ftreams adom^i theglobe % 
Or wifdom taught the fods of men her lore ; 
Then liv'd th' eternal One : then deep-retirM 
In his unfathom'd elTerice, view'd at largje 65 

The Uncreated inuges of things i 
The radiant fun, the moon's noAurrial lampt 
The mountainsji woods and ftreatnsi the rolling gl6be» ;. 

A a • An<i^ 



12 • The PLEASURES 

"And wif4om*s forni celeftial/ From the firft \ 
Of days, on them his love divine he fix'd, . . JQ 
His admiration : till in time compleat, ' . 
What he admir'd and lov'd, his vital fmile 
Unfolded into being. Hence the brcatli 
Of life informing each organic frame,^ 
Hence the green earth, andjwild refounding waves ; jg 
Hence light and (hade alternate -, warmth and cold | 
And clear autumnal fkies and vernal fhow'rs. 
And all the fair variety of things. 

But not alike to every mortal eye 
Is this great fcene unveil'd. For fince the claims 8o 
Of fecial* life, to different labours urge 
Xhe aSfve poWrs of man ; with wife intent 
The hand of nature on peculiar minds 
Imprints a diiF'rent byafs, and to each . 
toecrees its province in the common toil. ^. 

To fome flie uught the fabric of tl\p fphere. 
The changeful moon, the circuit of the ftars. 
The golden zones of heav'n : to /ome fhe gave 
To weigh the moment of eternal things, 
Of time, and- fpace,- and fate's unbroken chain, * 90 
And will's quick impulfe : others by the hand 
She led o*er vales and mormtains, to explore 
What dealing virtue fwells the tender veins 
Ot herbs and flaw'rs ;.or what the beams of mom 
Draw forth, diftilling from the clifted rind, 95* 

In balmy "tears. But fome to higher ho'pca 
Were deftiu'd 5 {omc wuhin a finer mpuW 

' . She 
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Book I. of IMAGINATION. 13 

• • * ■ 

She wrought and temperM with a purer flame. 
To thefe the fire omnipotent unfolds, 
. The world's harmonious volume, there fo riead io6 
The tranfcript ofhimfelf. On every part 
They trape the bright imp reflions of his hand : 
In earth or air, the meadow's purple ftores. 
The moon's mild radiance, or the virgins form 
Blooming with rofy fmiles, they fee pourtrayfd . 105 
That uncreated Jbeauty, which delights 
The mind fupreme. ' They alfo feel her charms j 

Eiiamour'd^ th^y partake th' eternal joy. 

* * ' ' » ' 

A- s (c) Memno^'s marble harp, renown'd of. old 
By fabling Nilus, to the quivering touch iio 

Of Titan's ray, with each repulfive ftring 
Confenjcing, founded thro' the warbling air 
Unbidden ftr^ins ; ev'n fo did nature's hand 
To certain fpecies of external tilings. 
Attune the finer organs pf^tfee mind : 1x5 

60 the glad impulfe of congenial powers. 
Or of fweet found, or fair-proportion'd form. 
The grace of motion, or the bloom of light, 
Th.rills thro' imagination's tender frame, 
From nerve to perve : all naked and alive] ^ 120 
They catch the fpreadiog rays : till now the foul 
At length difclofes every tuneful fpring. 
To that harmonious movement from without, 
Refponfive, Then the inexpreflive ftrain 
DifFufes its enchantment : fancy dreams 125 

' Of &cred fountains and elyfian groves, 

. And 
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14 , Thp PLEASURES r 

And vales of bills : tbe intelledluat pow*r 
Beuds'from his aw/ul throne a wondVing ear^ 
And fmiUs : the paSioos gently lboth*d away. 
Sink to divine repofe, and love and joy 13^ 

Alone are walking ; love and joy^ fcrene 
As airs that fen the fummcr, O ! attend, 
Whoe'er thou art whom thofe delights can touch, ; 
Whofe 'candid bofom the refining love 
Of nature warms, O ! liften to my fong ; j^ 

And I will guide thee to her fiiv^rite walks. 
And teach thy folitude her voice to bear. 
And point her lo'frelieft features to thy view. 

• 

K r7 o w then whatever of natufb^s pregnant ftores^ 
Whatever of mimic art's refledled forms 14* 

With love and admiration thus inflame 
The pow'rs of fency, her delighted fons 
To three illuftrious orders have referred 5 
Three fitter graces, whom the painter's hand. 
The poet's tongue confelBes ; the sub limb 14 j 

The WONDERFUL, the fair. I fee them dawn I * 
I fee the radiant vifione^ where they rife. 
More lovely than when Lucifer difplays 
His beaming forehead thro' tile gates df mom, 
tVlead the train of Phcebus and the fpring. 154 

Say, {d) why was man fo eminently rais'd 
Amid the vaft creation % why ordain'd 
Thro' life and death to dart his piercing eye, 

With thojugbti beyond tbe limit of bis frame i 
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Book I/^ of IMAGINATION, i^^ 

Bit ihat th* bfinipotent niigl\t fend bim forth ts$ 

In fight t)fraortiI and immortal pow^rsj 

As ot\ a boundlefs theatre, to run . 

The great career of juftice j to exalt 

^is gen'rous aim to all diviner deeds ; 

To (hake each partial purpofe from bis breaft ; i6t 

And thro* the mills of paffion and of fenfe. 

And thro' the tofling tide of chance and pain 

To bold his courfe un&lt'ring, while the voice 

Qf truth and virtue, up the fteep afcent 

Of i^ture^ calls him to his high^reward, r6^ 

Th* applauding fmile of heav'n ? elfe wherefore burns 

In mortal bofoms, this unquencbed hope 

^hat breaths from day to day fubllmer things. 

And mocks poflelfion i wherefore darts the mind» 

with fuch reiiftlefs ardor to imbrace j^o 

Majeftic forms ? impatient to be free. 

Spurning the grois controul of wilful mights 

Proud of the ftrong contention of her toils j 

ftroud to be daring ? w|^ut rather turns 

To hcav'n's broad fire liis unconftrained view, 17^ 

Than to the glimmering of a waxen flame ? 

Who that, from Alj^ne heights, his laboring eye 

Shoots round thb wide horizon to furvey 

The Nile or Ganged rowl his waileful tide 

Thro* mountains,dains, thro' empires blark withihade 

And continents ojt iand ; will turn his gaze 181 

To mark the windings of a firanty rill 

That murmurs at his feet ? the high born foul 

Di£laiQ9 to ztft her I^av'n afpiring wing 

Beneath 
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' Beneath its native quarry. Tir*d of earth. |gj| 

And this diurnal fcene, (he fprings aloft • 
Thro* fields of air ; purfues the flying ftorm ; 
Rides on the voUey'd lightning' thro* the heav'ns ; 
Or yok'd with whirlwinds and the northern blaft, 
•Sweeps' the Jong tradl of day. Then high flie foars igo . , 
The blue profound, and hovering o'er the fun, . 
Beholds him pouring the redundant ftream 
Of light i beholds his unrelenting iway 
Bend the relufting planets to abfolve 
The feted rounds of time. - Thence far effus*4 1 95 
She dWts her fwiftncfs lip the long career 
Of devious comets ; thro* its burning figns 
Exulting circles the perennial wheel 
Of nature, and looks back on all the ftars, 
Whofe blended light, as with a milky zone, xoc% 

In veils the orient. Now amaz*d fhe views 
Th* (^) empyreal wafte, where happy fpirits hold 
Beyond this concave heav'n,. their calm abode ; 
And fields of radiance, {/) whofe unfading light ' 

#Has traveird the profound fix thoufand years, 2Qg 
Nor yet'arivcs in fight of mortal things. . , 

Ev*n on the bafriers of the world untir*d 
She meditates th* eternal deep below ; ^ 
Till, half recoiling, down the hisadlong fteep 
She plunges ; foon b'erwhelm'd and fwallow*d up 210. 
In that immenfe of beihg. There her hopes 
Reft at the fated goal. For from the birth . - ; 
Of mortal man, the foV*reign Maker faid, 
•« That not in humble or in brief deligh^ 

t€ Not 
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^' Not in the fading echoes of renown, I15 

'•^ Powers purple robes, or pleafure's flow*ry hp^ 

^ The ipul ihould finil enjoyment : but from theie 

*< Turning difdainful to an equal good, 

•* Thro^ all th' afceint of things inlarge her view, 

•* Till evVy bound at length (hoilld difapcar, 2ao 

•^ And infinite perfeftion clofe the fcene. '* 

\ 



Call now to mind what high, capacious powers 
Lie folded up in man ;.how far beyond 
The praife of mortals, may th* eternal growth; 
Of nature to perteAion half divine, 225 

Expand the blooming foul ? What pity then 
Should floth's unkindly fogs deprefs to earth 
. Her tender bloflbm j choak the ftreams of life. 
And blaft her fpring ! Far otherwife defign'd 
Almighty wifdom s nature's liappy cares 230 

Th' obedient heart far otherwife incline. 
Witnefe the fprightly joy wheli aught unknown 
Strikes the quick fenfe, and wakes each active pow'r 
To briflfer meifures : witnefs (g) the negledl ' 
Of all familiar profi>e(^, tho' beheld 205 

With tranfport once j the fond, attentive gaze 
Of young aftonifhment ; the-fober zeal 
Of age, commenting on prodigious thing?. 
Fot;fuch the bounteous providence of heav'n^ 
In every breaft implanting {h) this defire 240 

Of objfcdls new and ftrange, \to urge us on 
With unremitted labour to purfue 
Thofc iacred ftorcs that wait the ripening foul, 

* B lO 
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In truth's exhauftlefs bofotta. Wliat need in^ords 

To paint its power ? For this the daring youth ^45 

Breaks from his weeping mother's anxious arme^ 

I* foreign climes to rove : the penfive fage, •. 

Heedlefs of fleep or midnight's harmful dampj 

Ifengs^o'er the fickly taper ; and untir'd 

The virgin follows, with inchanted flep, 250 

The mazes of fome wild atid wond'rous tale. 

From TOorn to eve j unmindful of her form, * 

Unmindful of the happy drefs that ftole - 

The wiftits of the youth, when every maid 

With envy pin'd. Hence finally, by night 255 

Tiie village matron, round the blazing hearth, 

aSufpends the infant-audience with her tales. 

Breathing alk)nifhment ! of witching rhymes,"] 

And evil fpirits ; of the death-bed call 

To him who robbed the widow, and devQur'd aoo 

The orphan's portion ^ of unquiet fouls 

Ris'n from the grave trf cafe the heavy guilt 

Of deeds in life conceaHd j of ftiapes that walk 

At dend of night, and clank their chain?, and wave 

The torch of hell around the n?urd'rer's bed. 1155 

At evei^fo'lemn paufe the croud recoil. 

Gazing each other fpeechlefs, and congeal'd 

With (hiverlng fighs : till eager of th' event. 

Around th6 beldame a!l ercdl they hang. 

Each trembling heart with'grateful terrors quclf d 270 

But lo ! difclos'd in all her fmiling pomp. 
Where Beauty onward moving clahns the vcrfe 

^ Her 
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Her charms iDfpifc ? the freely flowing verfe 
In thy immortal praife, O form divine, , 
Smooth^her mellifluent ft rain. Thee, BE'AtJT y, thee^ 
The regal dome, and thy enlivening ray 
The mofly roofs adore : thou better fun I , 
For ever beamefl on th* inchanted heart 
Love, and harmonious wonder,,aDd deligjit 
Bodtic. Brighteft progpny of heaven ! 286 

How (hall I trace thy teatuies? where feleft 
The rofeate hues to emulate thy bloom ? 
Hatte then,, ray fong»,.thro* nature's wide expanf?, 
Hafte then^and gather all her comelieft wealth,. 
Whatever bright fpoils the florid earth contains,, aRf 
Wfiate'er the waters, or the liquid air. 
To deck thy lovely labour. Wilt thou fly 
With laughing^autumn to th' (i) Atlantic ifles,. 
And rai^e with him th' Hefperian field,.and fee^ 
Where'er his fingera touckthe fruitful grove, 290 
The branches Ihoot wkh gold ; where'er his fteji 
Marks thcglad foil, the tender clufters glow 
With purple ripenefs, and inveft each hill 
As with the blufhes of ai^vcnipg Iky,- 
Or wilt thou rather -ftcpp thy vacant plume,,. 295 
(yf)Where, gliding thro? his daughter'^ honoured fliades. 
The fmooth Peneus from his glafly flood 
Refleds parpureal Tempers pleafant fcene ? 
Fair Tempe L haunt belov'd of fylvan pow'rs,. 
Of nymphs and fiawns ; where in the gojden age 300 
They play'4 in fecret pn the ftiady brink 
With jntient Pan w while round their choral fteps 

B a ^ Youi g 
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Young hours and genial gales with conftant hand 

Shovv'rM bloflbms, odours, fhovrfd ambrofial dews, 

A nd fpring*s Ely fian bloom. Her flow'ry ftoie 305 

To thee nor Tempe fhall refufe ; nor watca 

Of winged Hydra guard Hefpcrian fruits 

!• i om thy free fpoil. O bear then, unreprovM, • 

Thy fmiling treafures to the green rccefs 

Where young Dione ftays. With fweeteft airs 311^ 

Intice her forth to lend her angel-form . 

For beauty's honour'd image:. Hither turn 

Thy grace/ul footlleps ; hither, gentle maid 

Incline thy,poli{h*d forehead : let thy ey.es 

Effufe the mildnefs of their azure dawn ; 315 

And may the fanning breezes waft afidc 

Thy radiant locks, diffplving as it bends ' 

With arry foftnefi from the marble neck 

The cheek fair blooming, and the rofy lip 

Where winning fmiles and pleafures fweet as love, 32(3 

With fanftity and wifdom tempering blend 

Their foft alluremeut. Then the pleafing force 

Of nature, arid her kind piterna! care. 

Worthier I'd fing : then all th* en^mour'd youth. 

With each admiring virgin to my lyre 325 

Should throng attentive, while I {>oint on high 

Where beauty's living image, like the morn 

That wakes in Zephyrs arms the blulhing May, 

Moves onward ; or as Venus, when fhe ftood 

Effulgent on the pearly car, and ftnil'd, 335 '. 

Frefh from the deep, and confcious ot her form, 

To fee the Tritons tune their vocal ihells, 

And 
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And each coerulean filler of the flood 

Witfrfond acclaim attend her o*er the waves. 

To. fedc t)i* Idalian bpw*r. Ye-fmiling band 33^ 

Of youths and virgins, who thro' all the maze 

Of young defire with rival fteps purfue 

This charm of beauty 5 if the pleafing toil 

Can yield a moment's lefpite, hither turn 

Your favourable ear, and truft my words* 34a 

I do not mean towage the gloomy form 

01 fuperftition dreft in wifdom*s garb. 

To damp, your tender fiopes^ ; I do not mean 

To bid the jealous thund*ier fire the heavens. 

Or fliapes^ infernal rend the groaning earth 345 

To fright you from your joys : my cheapful fong 

With better omens calls you to the field 

Pleas'd with your generous (ardour in the chace. 

And warm as you. Then tell'me, for you know, 

Boes beauty ever deign to dwell where health 350 

And aftrve ute are ftrangers ? Is her charm 

Confefs'd in aught, whofe moft peculiar ends 

Are lame and frxiitlefs ? Or did nature mean 

This awful ftamp the herald of a lie ; . 

'to hide the fhame of difcord and difeafe, 35 J 

And catch With fair hypocrify the heart 

Of idle faith ? O no ! with better cares 

Th* indulgent mother, confcious how infirm 

Her offspring tread the paxh of good and ili. 

By this illuftrioiis image, in each kind 360 

Still more illuftrious where the objeft hold^ 

It3 nativ* powers ihoft pcrfcil, (he by this, 

Dlume? 
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. Illumes the headlong impulfe of defire. 
And fanflifies his choice. The generous glebe 
Whofe bofom fmiles v(rith verdure, the clear tra£l.3j?5 
Of ftreams delicious to the ihirfty foul. 
The bloom of neftar'd fruitage ripe to fenfit^ 
Arid every charm of animated things^' 

Are only pledges of a ftate fincere, i 
Th' integrity and order ot their fraihe,. 37a 

When all is well within, and every end 
Accomplifh'd. Thus was beauty fent fromheav'n^ 
The lovely jtniniftrefs of truth and good 
In this dark world : for (/) truth and good are one. 
And beauty dwells in them, and they in her, 37$. 
With like participation. Wherefore then, 
O fons of earth ! would you diffolve the tye ?. 
O wherefore, with a rafti, imperfeft aim» > 

Seek you thofc flow>y joys with which the hjind 
Of lavifli fency paints each flatt'ring fcene 3Bc> 

. Where beauty feems to dwell, nor once enquire 
Where is th^ fandion of eternal truth,, 
Or where the feal of undeceitful good,. 
To iave your fearch from folly ? Wanting- thefe 
Lo ! beauty withers in your void embrace, 385 

And wi0i the glitt'ring of an idiot's toy 
Did fency mock your vows. Nor let the gjeam 
Of youthful hope that {bines upon your hearts^ 
Be chill'd or clouded at this awful talk . 
To learn the lore of undeceitful good, 390 

And truth eternal. Tho* the pois^nouS charms 

Of baleful ftperftition^ guide the feet "" 

Of 
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Of fervile numbers, thro* a dreary way - 

To theii abode, thro* defarts, thorns and mire j 

And leave the wretched pilgrlni all forlprn ■ 395 

To mufe,^^at bft amid, the ghoftly gloom 

Of graves, and hoary vaults^ and cloifter-d cells ; 

To walk with fpedlres thro* the midnight {hade. 
And to the fcfeaming owl's accurfed fong 
Attune ihe dreadful workings of his heart ; 400 

Yet be not you difmay'd. A gentler ftar 
Your lovely fearch illumines. From the grove 
Where wifdom talk'd with her Athenian fons. 
Could my ambitious band entwine a wreath 
Of Pl ATo'd olive with the Mantuan bay, 405 

Then fhould my powerful voice at once difpel 
Thefe monkifh horrors : then in light divine 
Difclofc th' Elyfian profpeft, where the fteps"" 
Of thofe whom nature dharms, thro' blooming walks^ 
Thro' fragrant mountains.and poetic ftreams, 410 
'Aipid the train of fages, heroes, bards. 
Led by their winged Genius and the choir 
Oflaurel'd fcience and harmonious art. 
Proceed exulting to th' eternal flirine. 
Where truth inthron'd »with her coeleftial twins^ 415 
The undivided part'ners* of her fway, • 

With good and beauty reigns. O let not us, 
Lull'd by luxurious pleafure's languid ftrain« 
Or crouching to the frowns of bigot-rage, 
O let not us a moment pauie to join 410 

The god-Kke band. And if the gracioud powV 

That iirflL awaben'd my uotutoc'd fong, 

WiJJ 
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Will to my invocaticm breathe anew 

The tuneful fpirit ; then thro' all our paths. 

Ne'er ihall the found of this devoted lyre 425 

Be wanting ^ whether on the rofy niead, ' 

When fummer fmiles, to, warn the melting heart 

01 luxury's allurement ; whether firm 

Againft the torrent arid the ftubborn hill 

To urge bold virtues' unremitted nerve, , 436 

And wake thfc ftrong divinity of foul 

That conquers chance and fate ; or whether ftrudc 

For founds of triumph, to proclaim her toils 

Upon the. lofty fummit round her brow . 

To twine the wreath of incorruptive praife ; 43^ 

To trace her hallow'd light thro' future worlds. 

And blefs heav'n's image in the heart of man. 

< Thus with a faithful aim {lave we prefum'd, 

Advent'rous, to delineate nature's form ; 

Whether in vaft, majeftic pomp arrSjr'd, 440 

Or drtft for plealant wonder, or ferene 

In beauty's rofy fmile. It now remains 

Thro' various being's fair-proportion'd fcale, 

Tp grace the riling luftre of her charms, 

•From their firft twilight, {hitting forth at length 44$ 

To full meridian fplendour. Ot dfegree 

The leaft and lowlieft, in th' effufive warmth 

Of colours mingling with a random blaze, '" 

D^th beauty dwell. ^ Then higher in the litie 

And variation of dctermm'd fliape, ' 45^ 

Where truth's Eternal meafures mark Chef bound 

Of 
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Of circle, cube, or.fphere. The third afceQt 
Unites tlie various fymmetry of parts 
With coloui^'s bland alhirement s as the pearl 
Shines in the concave of its azure bed, 455 

And painted fhell^ indent their fpeckled wrjeatb« 
Then more attraftive rife the blooming forms 
Thro' which the breath of nature has infus'd 
Her geoial pow'r to draw with pregnant veins 
Nutritious moifture from the bounteous e^rth, 4^a 
In fruit and feed prolific < thus the flowers 
Their purple honours with the Ipring refume $ 
And fuch thp ftately tree which autpmn bends 
With bluftiing^reafures. But more lovely ftill 
Is nature's charm, where to the full cgnfeiit 465 

Of complicated inembers, to the blopm 
Of colour, and thq vital change of growth. 
Life's holy flame and piercing fenfe are giv'n. 
And aftive niotion fpeak the tempered foul ; 
So moves the bird of Juno ; fo the (teed 47a 

With rival ardour beats the dufty plain. 
And faithful dogs v\ritb eager airs of joy 
Salute their fellows. Then doth beauty dwell 
There moft confpicuous, ev'n in outward fhape, 
Where dawns the high expreffions of a mind.: 475 
By fteps condudting our enraptur'd fearcb 
To that eternal origin, whofe pow'r. 
Thro' all th' unbounded fymmetry of things, . 
Like rays effulging from the parent fun. 
This endlefs mixture of her charms diffus*d, -, 489 
MiNa>, Mind aloiie, bear witnefs earth and heav'n ! 

C Th? 
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The living fountains in itfelf contains 

Of hteauteous and fublimc : here han^ in hand. 

Sit parafmognt the graces, here imhron'd, 

.Cceleftial Venus, with divineft airs 48^ 

Invites the foul to never-fading joy* 

Look then abroad thro' nature to the range 

Of planets, funs, and adamantine fpheres 

Wheeling unfhaken thro' the void immenfe ; 

And fpeak, O man ! dots this capacious fcene 490 

With half that kindling maj^fty dilate 

Thy ftJong conception, (m) as when Brutus rofc ^ 

Refulgent froqi the ftroke of Caefar's fete, 

Amid the croud of patriot?, and his arm 

Aloft extending like eternal Jove 49jj 

When guilt brings down the thunder, call'd aloud 

On Tally's head,*and (hook his crimfon fteel, ' 

And bade the father of iiis country^ hail ! 

For lo ! the tyrant prbftrate on the,duft. 

Arid Rome a^in is free ? Is aught fo fair 500 

In all the dewy landfcapes of the fpiing. 

In the bright ej^e of Hcfper or the morn. 

In natuTd*s falreft forms, is aught fo feir 

As virtuous friendfhip ? as the candid blufli 

Of him 'who ftrives with fortune to be juft ? ^ 505 

The graceful tear that ftreams for other's woes ? - 

Or the mild majefty of private life. 

Where peace with ever- blooming olive crowns 

The gate ; where honour's liberal hands effufe 

Unenvy'd treafures, and the fnowy wings^ 51^ 

Of innocence and love proted the fcene? 

Once 
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Once more fearch, undffmay'd, the dark profound 
Where nature works in fecret j view the beds 
Of mineral treafure, and th' eternal vault 
That bounds the hoary ocean , trace the forms 5 15 
Of atoms moving with inceffant change 
Their elemental round 5 behold the feeds 
Of being, and the energy of life 
Kindling the mafs with evet-adlive flame : 
Then to the fecrcts of the working mind 520 

Attentive turn ; from dim oblivion call 
Her fleet ideal band : and bid them, go ! 
Break th^p' tinrics barrier, and o'ertake the hour 
That faw the heavens created : then' declare 
If anght were found in thofe external fcenea 525 

To move thy wonder now. For what are all 
The forms which bruitc, unconfcious matter wears, 
Greatne& of bulk^ or fymmetry of papts ? 
Not reaching to the hearty foon feeble growa 
The fuperficial impulfe ; dull their charms, 530 

And fatiate foon, and pall the languid eye. 
Not fo the moral fpecies, or the powers 
Of genius and defign ; th* ambitious mind 
There fees her felf : by thefc congenial forms 
Touch'd and awaken'd, with intenfer aft ' 535 

She bends each nerve, and meditates welUpleas'd 
Her features in the mirror. For of all 
Th* inhabitants of earth, to'man alone 
^ Creative wifdom gave to lift his eye . ^ 

To truth's eternal meafurcs 5. thence to. frame 540 
The facred laws of aftion and of will, 

C 2 Diferning 
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Difcerning juftice from Uiiequil deeds. 

And temperance from folly. But beyond 

This energy of truth, whof6 diftates bind 

AiTentuig reafon, the benignailt fire, 54 j 

To deck the honoured paths of juft and good. 

Has added bright imaginaftioo^s rays : 

(n) Where virtue, rifing from the awful depth 

Of truth's myfteriDus bofoiiii ooth forfakc 

fbc unadorn'4 condition, of heir birth'; $i^ 

And dreis'd by fiincy in ten thoufand huesy 

AfTumes a various feature^ to attraft. 

With charms refponfive to each gazer's leye^ > 

The hearts of men* Amid his rural walk, 

Th' ingenuous youth whom folitUdc infpirea 55 <J 

tVi'th pureft wifhcs, from the pcnfite (hade . 

Beholds her moving^ like a vifgin-mlufe 

That wakes htr lyre to fome indulgent theme. 

Of harmony wd. Wonder : while among 

file herd o^fervilfe mitids her ftrcliuouS form 56ft 

Indignant flajhes on the patriat'5 eye^ 

And thro* the rolls hi memory appeals 

To ancient honour J or in aA ferene. 

Yet watchful falfes the majeftic flvord 

9f public pow'r j from djirk ambition's reach 56^ 

To guWd the iacred Yolume Of the laws* 

Genius of anciettt Greece ! whdfe faithfdl ftepS . 

Well-pleas'd I follow tJiro' the facred paths. 

Of nature and. of fcienc6: nurfi divitie ' ^ 

Of all heroic deeds and fair dd5rfa I • ^n 

O » 
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O ! let the htekih of xhf fejtteftd6d prtifc 

Ifi^iW illy kindling bofoin to the height 

Of this unteniptcd theme. Nor be my thoughts * 

Prefumptuous counted, if, amid the calm 

That fooths this vernal evening into fmiles, 575 

J fteal impatient from the fordid haunts 

Of ftrife, and low ambition, to attend 

Th^ facrfed prefence in the fylvan ihade, * 

By their malignant fciotlleps rie*er prophariM. 

Defcend, propitious ! to my favour'd eye i 580 

Such in thy mien, thy warni, exalted air. 

As when the Petfiati tyralit, foil'd and ftuftg " 

With fliame and defperation; gnaih'd his teeth 

To fee thee rend \he pageants of tiis tbrone i 

And at the lightning oV thy lifted Qwar - , . 585 ^ 

Crouched like a flave. Bring all thy martial fp9ils,j 

Thy palms, thy latitels, thy triumphal fongs^ ; 

Thy fmilirig band of arts, thy gddlikfe fires 

Of civil wifdom,'thy heroic youth 

tVarm from the fchools of glory. Guide my way 596 

Thro* feir (0) Lyceum's walk, the green retreats 

Of {p) Academus, and the thymy vale, 

Where dft ihchattted with Soctatic foiindi ^ 

(t) Iliffui pure devolved his tuneful ftream'j' . 

In gentler murmurs. From the blooming ftore 59S 

Of thefe aufpicious fields, may I unblam'4.; 

Tri^nfplant fome liviog blofibms to adorn '^'' 

My tmlve dime : l^hile far above th* RiiS^t 

Of&ncy'splunlea/iiirlng,! unlock ' 

* • - N • Jl no 
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The fprings of ancient wifdom i while I join 600 
Thy name, thrice honourM ! with th' immortal praife 
Of nature, while to my compatriot youth 
I point the high example of thy fons, ' 
And tune- to Attic themes, the Britilh lyre. 
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On BOOK the First. 

. • I ■ 

• 

(<?) Line 7] rr^ He word Musical is here taken 
X '^ Jfs original and moft extenfive 
import ; comprehending as well the pleafures we re- 
ceive from the beauty or magnificence of natural ob- 
jefts, as thofe which arile from poetry, painting, mufic> 
or any other of the imaginative arts. In which fenfe 
jt has been already ufed in our langu^e by writers of 
unqueftionable authority. 
{b) Line 45 Tet not unconjciousj] Lucret. L 2. v. 921, 
Nee me animifallit quamfint ohfcura^fed acri 
PercuJJit thyrfo laudk fpes magna meum cor^ ^ 

Et fimjffi incujjit fuavem mi in pe6lus amor em 
Mufarum ; quo, nunc inliinStus mente vigenti 
Avia Pi'eridum peragro loca, nullius ante 
Trita/olo : juvat integros accedere fonteis^ 
Atque haurire : juvatque novos 4ifterper4 fiorti . 
Infignem meo capiti pet ere inde coron^m^ \ ■ , ^ 
Undeprius nulUvelarint tempore Mufa. 

(r)Linft 
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{() Line 109. Js Mtmntm^i marble harpj\ The fta- 
X\XQoi Memnon^ to hmoxxs in antiquity, ftood in the 
temple of Serapis at Tthebes^ one of the cities of old E-* 
gypt. It was of a very hard, iron-like ftone, and, ac- 
cording to Juvenal^ held in its hand a lyre, which be- 
ing touched by the iun-bcams, emitted a diftindl and a* 
greeable found, lacitus mentions it as one of th6 prin^ * 
ciple curiofities which Germanicus took notice of in 
his journey through Egypt ; and Strabo affirms that he, 
with many others heard it, 

{4) Line 151 Say why was man^ &c.] In apolc^izing 
for the freqi^iit negligence of fublimeft authors of 
Greece ; Thofe god-lite geniufeSy fays Longinius, %were 
well ajfured that nature had nut intended man for a lowr 
fpirit^d or ignoble being : but bringing us into life and 
the midfl of this wide univerfe^ as before a multitude af^ 
fembledatfome heroic folemnity that we might be fpe^^ 
ators of all her magnificence j and candidates high in emu* 
ktion for the prize of glory \Jhe has therefore [implant- 
ed in our Jouls an inexflinguij})able love- of every thing 
great and exalted^ of every thing which appears divine 
above our comprehenfton. TVlnnce it comes to pafs^ thai 
even the whole world is not an ohje5i fufficient for the 
depth arid rapidity of human imagination^ which often 
failles forth beyond the limits of all that furrounds us. 
Let any man cafi his eye through the whole circle of our' 
exiflence^ and confider how efpecially it abounds in exceU 
lent and grand obje^Sy'he willfoon acknowledge for what 
-enjoyments andpurfuits w: are deflined. 7hus by the 
very propenfity of our nature^ we are led to admire^ not 
little fpringSy or Jhallow rivulet s^fjowever clear and deli- 
cious^ but the Ifile^ the Rhine ^ the Danube and much more 
than all^ the ocean^ &c. Dion. Long, de Subl. §. xxxiv, 

{e) Line 202, T^V empyreal wafle,} Nefe peut^il point 
quUjy a un grand efpace audeld de la region des etoiles ? 

^e 
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Sfug tefiit U tiel mpjfreiy m non^ toujour utf i^ce 
. immenji qui ^eavironne toute utU region^ pouna itrf 
rfmpli dt hnheur {sf de gloire. // pourra itre (onfu 
imrn^ ^ ccean^ oufi redent ^lesfleuves de ioutes U creq-- 
iurfs bienheunujis^ grand iUesferont venues d leur per^ 
fiiiien dans U f^ime des iUiUs^ {^ibnitz 4|ds la 
Thcodice, part. i. §. 19, 

(/) Line ^04, Wbdi unfading lights &c.] 1% was a 
Mtion of the gre^t M. Huygen{j ihzi theie may be 
'ftx*3 ftars at fuch a diftancc from our folar fyftem, ^ 
that tbcir light (hall not have \\^i tiipe to re^ch us^ e^^* 
|ren from the creation of the wori4 to tj^is d^y. 

^g\ Line 3134. — —-— *'- the negleff 

Of all familiar prQfyeGs^ iic,} It is here faid, that 
irj cpnfequenqe of the Jove pf iipvelty, pbje^s whic{i 
p( firft wcrfe {highly del|ght&il to the nii|id, lofe that cf- 
fedl hy rege,itpd attention to them. 3ut the inftance 
ofbabit is pppofed to this ^obfervation 5 for there^Qh- 
jeds at firft diftafteful are in time rendered intirely a- 
gree^tle by repeated attention 4 

The difiipulty in this cafe will be removed^ if w^ 
i:onfider, th^t ^hen pbjefts at firft agreeable, lofe thaJt 
iniffaence by frequently recurring, the mind is wholly 
fqffive and the jperception involuntary ; but habit, 00 
the other hsind, geiierally fuppofes choice and a^ivitf 
accompanying it : to that the pleafure arifes here not 
from the objed, but from the rf\\vi^* %confcious det^rmi- 
natipn pf its own aftivity ; and confequeptly increafe$ 
in proportion to the frequency of that deteterminauon. 

It will ilill be urged perhaps, that a familiarity with 
objed^s renders them at length acceptably:, even whea 
there is no room for the mind to refolve or a£f at al)» 
In this cafe^ the appearance liiuft ^be accounted for, 
one of thefe ways. 

The 
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The pleafure from habit may be meerly negative. 
The clbjt&j at firft, gave uneaunefs : this uneafinefs 
gradually wears offas the objed groWs &milkfs and 
^e mind finding it at laft entirely remov'd, reekous 
its fituation really pleafurabIe,.comparM with what it 
had expeirienc*d before. 

The diflike conceived of the obgedts at fifft, might be 
owing to prejudice or want of attention. Confequently 
the mind being necef&tated to review it often, may at 
length perceive its own miftake, and be reconcil'd to 
what it had look'd on with averfion. In which ca/e 
a fort of inftin£live juftice naturally leads it to make 
amends for the injury, by running toward the other 
extreme of fondnefs and attachment. 

Or laftly, tho* the objcft itfelf (hould always conti- 
nue difagreeable, yet circumftances of pldafure or good 
fortune may occur along with it. Thus an a'flbciatioa 
may arife in the mind, and the objeft never be remem« 
ber'd without thofe pleafing circumftances attending it ;. 
by which means the difagreeable imprefiion it at firft 
occafion*d will in time be quite obliterated, 

(h) Line 240 — ^— .— ^..-.— /A// dejiri^ 

Ofobje5f5 nezu^andjlrange**^*'"'] Thefe two ideas 
are oft confounded 5 tho? it is evident the meer Hweltyh 
of an ohjjtdi makes it agreeable, even where the mind.' 
is not afiefted with.thcleaft degree o( wonder : where- 
as wonder indeed always implies novelty^ being never 
excited by common or well-known appearances. But 
the pleafure in both cafes is explicable from the fame 
final caufc, the acquifition of knowledge and enlarge- • 
ment of our views of nature j and on this account it i:* 
natural to treat of them together 

(/; Line 288. Atlantic i/les:] By thefe iilands, which, 
were alfo called the Fortunate^ the ancients arc now 
generally lirppofcd to have meant the Canaries They 

D were 
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Celebrated by the poets for the mildneft ancHfertaitjr of 
ihe climate ; for the 'gardens of the daughters of hef- 
feruty the brother of AUa% ; an^ the dragon which con- 
ftmtly watched their golden fruit, till it was llain by 
the Ttyirian Hertules. 

ik) Line 2g6. Tf^en glidifrg thro* his daughter's hi^ 

• * , n6ur*djhade$.'\ Daphne the daughter of Penl*^ 
«5, transformed into a laurel* ' . 

(/)Xine 234, — T^ruth and good are one^ 

And beauty dwells in them^ &c.] Do you imagine 
fays Socrates to his libertine difciple, that what is good 
is not clfo beautiful \ Have you not obferved that thefe 
appearances always coincide}, Virtue^ forinflance^ in 
the fame rejpe^ as to whith we call it good, is iver ae* 
knowledged to be beautiful alfo. In the cbara^ers of men 
we always join the two denominations together. 7he 
beauty of human bodies corresponds in like manner^ with 
that oeconomy of parts which conjlitutes them good j and 
in all the circumliances which occur in life^ the fame 
object is conflctntly acuounted both beautiful andgood^ inaf 
much as it anfwers the purpofes for which it wasdeftgn^d^ 
Xenophont. memorab. Socrat. K 3. c. 8. 

• This excellent obfervation has been illuftrated and 
extended by the noble rettorer of ancient philofophy \ 
fee the CharaSleriflics^ vol. 2. p. 399. & 422. & vol. 3^ 
p i8r. And his moft ingenious difciple has particu- 
larly fliewn, that it holds in the general laws of nature^ 
in the works of art, and the conduft of the fciences. 
Jnquirv into the original of cur ideas of beauty and vir^ 
iue ; Treat, i. §. 8. As to the connexion between 
beauty and truths there are two opinions concerning it. 
Some philofophers aflert an independent and invariable 
law in nature, in confequence of which all rational be^- 
ings muft alike perceive beauty infome certain proportions^ 
and deformity in the contrary. And this neccffity be- 

. ing 
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Ing fuppofed the faaie with that which comma n ds the 
anent or dtffent ot the underftanding, it follows of 
courfe thsit beauty is fbundtd on the unirerfel and un^ 
changeable la,w of truU. 

But others there are who believe bisuty to be liieerly 
a relative and arbitrary thing. 5 thatlndeed it was a be- 
nevolent defigp in nature to annex fo delightful a fen- 
fation to thofe objedts which are beft and mojl perfeSi in 
thmfelms^ that fo we might be engageil to the choice 
of them at once and wrthout flaying to infer their u/t* 
fulnefs from their ftnidture and efFcdls ; but that it is not 
impoffible, in a phyfical fenfe, that twa beings, of e- 
qual capacities fpr truths fliould perceive, one of them 
btauty and the other deformity in the fame relations. 
And upon this fuppofition, by that truth which is al- 
ways connected with beauty^ nothing mpre can b^e 
meant than the conformity of any objeft.to ihofc pro- 
portions upon which after careful examination, the 
beauty of that fpecies is found to depend, Polyclttus, 
for inftance, the fiamousfculptor of Syci$ny.fTom an ac- 
curate menfuration of the moft perfect hunian bodies^^ 
. deduced a canon or fyftem of proportions, ^which' was 
the rule of all fbcceeding artifts, Siippofe a ftatue 
inoderd according to this' canonj a man of meer na- 
tQt*aI tafte, upon looking at it, without looking into its 
proportions, confefles and admires it's beauty ; whereas 
a profeflbr of the art applies his meafures \o the head, 
the neck or the hand, and without attending to its 
beautv, pronounces the workmanfhip to hejujl and true^ 

(m) Line 492. Jswben Brutus ro/e^ &c.) CicerQ 

himfelf defcribcs this fadl — ^— Cafare interfe^o — - 

Jiatim amentum alte extollens M. Brutus pugionem, Ci- 

aronem nominatim exclamavity atque ei recuperatam li'» 

bertatem eji gratulatus. Cic. PhilKp. 2. 12. 

(n) Line 548. Jfbm virtue riftng from tbe^ awfut 
dipth. Of 
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O^ truth's m^tritus hfem) kc. According to the 
opinkm of thofe who aficrt Tnsral »bligatitn to be fbvm- 
. ded on an* immutable -and, univerl^ laWj and that 
pathetic feeling which isvfually call'd the moral fenfe* 
to be deto'min'd by the peculiar teoipefi^ the imag^- 
nation and the eanieft xflbciatiom of ideas. 

(a) Line yt'^^.-Lyciua ) The &hool oi AriftuU. 

{p) Line<592. ^Acedtmus.) The fchocd (A Plate. 

{a) Line 594. Hijfus.) =Onc of the rivers on which 
jtfhtns was jituated. 'Plate, in fome of his £neft dia« 
Icgues, lays the fcene of the conver&ttoo with Surattt 
onitabaiws. . , ' ' 
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SECOND BOOK. 

^HEJ^ardtion of the 'Works (fm^Jnati- 
* • on from philofofhy^ the caufe ^ their a- 
bufe among the moderns ; to verfe 41,, Tro- 
fpeS of their re-union mier the inftuence (f 
fublick liberty; to v. 61. Enutneration of 



fleafures '^ fenfe ; v. 73. ; Particular 
circun^oHce/ofthernind', v. 84. 'Dlfiwe- 
ry of truth ; v. 97. Terc&pt'm 4>f contrh- 
vance and d^fign ; v, i^u Emotmofthe 
-$affiottsi V. 136. ^///;&tf natural fajjktit 

partake 9f a pkafingfenfitioH, with the fi- 
nal cauje ofthh conftttutm iUuftrated ly m 
■allegorical vifiottf and exemplified mforrow.i 
Jflty, terror md indignation } fi^om v, IJ5 
to the end* • 
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Book the Secon£>. " • 

WHEN all the laurcland theTocatftring 
Berume their honours ? When itudl we behold 
The tuneful ton^e, the Promethean fcand 
A^ire to autieot praife ? ' Alas I how.f^int. 
How flow the dawn of beauty and trf truth 5 

Breaks the reluflant fhades of Gothic night 
Which yet involve the nations, long they groah'd 
Benfiath the furies of rapacious force j 
Oft as the gloomy north, with iron fwahns 
Tempeftuoiu pouring from her frozen caves, |P 

Blafted tb* Italian fhwe, and Iwept the works 
^Of libeity and wirdom dowQ the gulph 
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Of all-devonring nighty As long immurM 
In noohti^p darknels by the glimin'ring lamp. 
Each mure:and each fair fcience pin'd away X5 

"Irhc fordid hours : while foul^rbarian hands 
Their myfteries profanVl, unftrung the lyre 
• And chain'd the fo^iring pinion down to eaf tb« . 
At laft the mufe^ rpfe, (i^) and fpurn'd thfcir boodj. 
And wildly warblipg fcattcr'd as they flew, ao 

'Their bloofliing wreaths from fair (*) V alclula's.bow'rs 
To [c) Arno's myrtle border and the (bote 
Of foft {d) Parthenope. But ftill the rage 
(^) Of dire ambition and gigantic pow'r, 
(From pvtblick aims and from the bufy^ walk ^5 

Of civil commerce, drove: the bolder train ; • 

Of penetrating fcicnce to the celK, 
Where ftudious eafe conAames the iilent hour. 
In (hadowy fearches, and unfruitful care. 
(/) Thus b^mk their guardians torn, the tender arts 39 
Of mimic fancy and harmonious joy. 
To prieftly tloraination and the lull 
Of lawlefs courts, their amiable toil 
For three'lnglorious ages have rcfign'd. 
In vain reluftant : and Torquato's tongue 35 

Was tun'd for flavilh p*ans«t the throne 
Of tinfet pomp ; and Raphael's magic hand 
Eflfus'd its &ir creation to inchant 
The fond adoring herd in Latian fanes 
To blindbelief ^ while on their proftratc necfa 40 
The fable tyrant plants his heel fecure* 

But now behdld ! the radiant sra dawns 

. Whcr 
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When freedom's ample fabric, fix^d at length 

For endlefr years on Albion^s happy Ihoie * 

In full proportion, once more ikall extend 4$. 

To all the khidred powers of focal blift, 

A common ranfotn, a parental roof. 

There (hall the firtues, there (hall wifdom's traiti 

Tfa^. iong-loft friends rejoining^ as of dd^. 

Embrace the fmiling&mily of arts, 5<^ 

The taaHes and the graces. Then ho more 

Shall vice diftrafling their delicious gifts 

To aims abhorred, with, high diftafte and icoro: 

Turn from their charms the philol^^hic eye, 

ff he patriot-^hofom : then no more the paths 5$ 

Of publick care, or intelle£tual toil 

Alone by footft^ps haughty and fevere 

In gloomy fiate be trod : th^ harmonious ixiufe^ 

And her perfuafive fillers then Ihall plant 

STheif ft^t'ring hnreb o'er the bleak afi:eDt, . €9 

And fhed their flQw'rs along their rugged way^ 

Arm'd with the lyre, ^ready have we darVi 

To pierce divine philosophy's retreats. 

And teach the mufe her lore s already ftrovd 

Their long divided honours to unite, 6I 

While temp'ring this deep ai^gument we iang 

Of truth and beauty. Now the. fame fair taflt 

Impends ; now urging our ambitious toil. 

We haften to reeount the various fprings . 

0( adventitious pleafure, which adjoin 7^ 

Their grateful influence to the prime eieft 

Of objects grand or beauteous, and inlarge 

The 
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The complicated joy. The fweets of fenfe. 

Do they not oft with kind acceffion flow^ . 

To raife harmonious feney's native charm ? 75 

So while we tafte the fragrance of the rofe 

Glows not her blufli the fairer ? while we view 

Amid the noon-tide walk a limpid rill 

Gufli thro* the trickling herbage, to the thirft 

Of fummcr yielding the delicious draught 80 

Of cool refrefliment j o'er the mofly brink 

Shines not the furface clearer, and the waves 

With fweeter mufic murmur as they flow ? 

Nor this alone ; the various lot of life 
Oft from external circumftance aflumes 85 

A moment's difpofition to rejoice 
In thofe delights which at a different hour 
Would pals unheeded. Fair the face of fpring, 
When rural fongs and odours wake the morn. 
To every eye ; but how much more to his, 90 

Round whom the bed of ficknefs long diffas'd 
Its melancholy gloom ! how doubly &ir. 
When firlf with frclh-born vigour He inhales 
The balmy breeze, and feels the blefled fun 
Warm at his bofom, from the fprings of life 95 

Chafing oppreflive dihips and languid pain ! 

Or (hall I mention where cceleftial truth 
Her awhil light difclofes, to effulge 
A more majeftic pomp on beauty's frame ? 
For man loves knowledge, and thc-beams ot tt^ th ico 

E ' More 
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More welcome touch his underftanding's eye^ 
Than all the blandifliments of found, his ear, . 
Than all of tafte his tongue. Nor ever yet . 
The melting rainbow^s vernal-tinftur'd hues 
To nie have flione fo pleafing, as when firft • 105 
> The hand of fcience pointed out the path 
In which the fun-beams gleaming frpm th6 weft 
Fall on the watry cloud, whofe darkfome veil - 
Involves the orient ; and that trickling fliow'r 
Piercing thro' every cry ftalline convex no 

Of cluftriiig dew-drops to their flight oppos'dj 
Recoil at length where concave all behind 
Th' internal furface of each glafly orb 
Repells their forward paflage into air -, 
That thence direfl: they feek the radiant goal 115 
From which their courfc began ; and, as they ftrike 
In diff*rent lines the gazer's obvious eye, . 
Affume a difFVent luftre, thro* the brede 
Of colours changing from the fplendid rofc 
To the pale, violet's dejeded hue, - X20 

Or 0iall we touch that kind accefs of joy. 
That fprings to each fair objed:, while we trace. 
Thro' all its fabric, wifdom's artful aim 
Difpofing every part, and gainii^ lUU * 

By means proportioned hcrberiigpant end ? X2i. 

Speak, ye, the pure delight, whofe favoured fteps ' 
The lamp of fcience thro' the jealous maze ^ 
Of nature guides, when haply you reveal 
Her ftcret Honours : whether in the iky^ 

The 
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The beauteous laws of light, the cen'tral pow'rs 130 
That wheel the penfile planets round the year^ 
Whether in wonders oi the rowliog deep. 
Or fmiling fruits o\ pleafure-pregnant earth. 
Or fine adjufted fprings of life and fenfe. 

You fean the counfeb of their author's hand. 135 

« ■ ■ 

What, when to raife the meditated fcene. 
The flame crf'paflion, thro' the ftru^ling foul 
Deep-kindled, (hows acrofs that fudden blaze 
The objcdl of its rapture, vaft of fize. 
With fiercer colours, and a night of fliade ? 140 

What ? like a ftorm from their capacious bed. 
The founding feas o'erwhehning, when the might 
Of thefe eruptions, working from the depth 
OT man's ftrong apprehenfion, (hakes his frame 
Ev'n to the bafe ; from every naked fenfe 155 

Of paiii or pleafure diffipating all ' 
Opinion's feeble cov'rings, and the veil 
Spun from the cobweb-fafhion of the times 
To hide the feeling heart ?• Then nature fpeaks 
Her genuine language, and the jrords of men> . ^50 
Big wth the very motion of their foub. 
Declare witKwbat accumulated force, 
Th' impetuous nerve of paffion urges on 
The native weight and energy of things^ 

Yet more ; her honours where nor beauty claims 

Nor (hews of good the thirfty fenfe allure^ 156 

(s) From paifions power alone our nature holds 

E 2 Eflential 
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Eflential Pleaftire, Paflion's fierce illapfe 

Rouzcs the mind's whole fabrijck ; with fupplics 

Of daily impulfe keeps the elaftic powr's l6ci 

Intenfely poiz'd, and poliQiea anew 

By that colUiion all the fine machine : 

Elfe ruft would rifC) and foulnefe by degrees 

Incumb'ring, choak at laft what heav*n defigtfd 

For ceafelefs niotion and a round of toil. > l6j| 

But fay, does every paiSon men endure 

Thus miniftqr delight ? That name indeed 

Becomes the rofy breath of love i becomes 

The radiant fmiles of joy, th* applauding hand 

Of admiration : but the bitter fliow'r «?0 

That forrow flieds upon a brother's grave. 

But the dumb palfy of nodturoal fear. 

Or thofc confuming fires that gnaw the heart 

Of panting indignation \ jfind we there 

To move delight ? — Then liften, while my tonguef' 

Th' unalterM will of heav'n with faithful awe 17& 

Reveals \ what old Harmodius wont to t^ach 

My early. lage ; Harmodius, who bad weigh'd : 

Within his learned mui^ whatever the fchooh 

Of wifdom, or thy lonely whJfp'ring voice 18* 

O faithful nature ! didlate of the laws 

Which govern and fupport this mighty ihune 

Of univerfal being. ' Oft the hours 

From morn to eve have ftole unmarked away 

While mute^ attention hung vs^n his lip% ^$ 

As thus the fage his awful tale began* - 
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1 

*TwAS in the windings of an ancient wood. 
When fpotlefs youth with folitude rcfigns 
To iwect phibfophy the ftudious day. 
What time pale autumn fhades the filent eve, 190 
Mufinglrov'd, Of good and evil much. 
And much of mortal man my thought revolv'd i 
When ftaring full on fancy's gufliing eye. 
The mournful image of Parthenia's fate. 
That hour^ O long belov'd and long deplor'd ! 195 
When blooming youth, nor gcntleft wifdom*s arts. 
Nor Hymen's honours gathered for thy brow, 
Hot all thy lovers, all thy father's tears 
Avail to fhatch thee from the cruel grave 5 
Thy agonizing looks, thy laft fexewel 20a 

Struck to the inmoft feeling of my foul 
As witl\ the* hand of death. At once the (hade 
More horrid nodded o'er me, and the winds 
With hoarfer murmuring fhook the branches. Dark 
As midnight ftorms, the fcene of human things, 205 
Appeared before me ; defarts, burning fands ' 
Where the parch'd adder dies 5 the frozen fouth. 
And defolatioii biafting all the weft 
With rapini and with murder ; tyrant-powfer 
Here fits enthroned in blood ; the baleful charms 51a 
Of fiiperftitlon there infeft the fties. 
And turn the fun to horror. Gracious heav'n ? 
What is the life of man ? Or cannot thefe. 
Not thcfe portents thy awful will fufHcfc? ' '. 
That propagated thus beyond their fcope, * *fitj^ 

Tbcy rifc to aft their cruDltfes anew 

1 
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In my afflifted bofom, thus decreed 

The univerfal fcnfitive of pain. 

The wretched heir of evils not his own ! 

ThuIs r, impatient 5 when at once cffus'd, 219 
A flaihing torrent of ccelcftial day 
Burft thro* the fliadowy void. With flow defcent 
A purple cloud came floating thro' the iky. 
And poisM at length within the circling trees. 
Hung obvious to my view : till opening wide 2Zg 
It's lucid orb, a more than human form 
Emerging leatfd m^ftic o'er my head. 
And inftant thunder (hook the confcious grove. 
Then melted into air the liquid cloud. 
And all the fhining vifion ftoodreveal'd. 23d 

A wreath of palm bis ample forehead bounds 
And o'er his (houlder, mantling to his knee, 
Flow'd the tranfparent robe, around his waift 
CpUefted witharadientzoneofgold ' . . . 

^therial : there in myftic figns engrav'd> * . 23^ 
I read his office high and facred name. 
Genius of human kind. Appall'd I gas^'d 
The god-like prefencc i for athwart his brow 
Dilpleafure, teroper'd with a mild concern, 
Look'd down reluftant on me, and his words 24a 
Like diftant thunders broke the murm'xing air* 

V A I N are thy thoughts, O child of mortal birth 
And impotent thy tongue. Is thy ihort fpan 
Capacious ofthis univerfal frame? • 

Thy - 

1 
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Thy wifdom^s all-fufficient ? Thou, alas ! ' MS 

Doft tbou afpire to judge between the Lord 

Of nature and his works ? to lift thy voice 

Ag^inft the fov'reign oi-dcr he decreed 

All gopd and lovely ? .to blafpheme the bands 

Of tendernefs innate and focial love' 250 

Holieft of things ! by which, the general orb 

Of being, as with adamantine links, 

Was drawn to perfedl union and fuftain*d 

From everlafting ? Haft thou felt the pangs 

Of foft'ning forrow, of indignant zeal 255 

So grievous to thy foul, as thence to wifh 

The ties of nature broken from thy frame 5 

That fo thy felfifh, unrelenting heart 

May ceafe to mourn its lot, no lo^er then 

The wretched heir of evils not its own ? ,260 

O fair benevolence of gen*rous minds ! 

man by nature form'd for all mankind ! . 

He fppke 5 abafliM and'filent I remain'd^ 
As confcious of my lips ofFence, and aw'd 
Before his prefcnce, tho' my fecret foul 265 

Difdain'd the imputation. On the ground 

1 fix*d my eyes j till from his airy couch 

He ftoop'd fublime, and touc^iFng with his hand' 
My dazzled forehead, Raife thy fight, he cry'd. 
And let thy fenfe convinde thine erring tongue. 270 

■ . ' 
I LOOKED, and lo ! the former fccne \vas chang'd j 
For verdant .alleys and furrounding trees,. 

* A 
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A folitary profpedv^^ide and wild, 

Rufh'd on my fenfes. 'Twas a horrid pile 

Of hills with many a Ihaggy forrcft mix'd, 2} 5 

With many a iable cliff and glitt'ring ftream. 

Aloft recumbent o'er the hanging ridge. 

The brown woods wav'd, while ever-trickling fpring^ 

Wa|h'd from the naked roots of oak and pine^ 

The crumbling foil ; and ftill at every &11 aSa 

Down the fteep windings of the channeled rock, 

Kemurm*ring ni{h'd the congregated floods 

With hoarfer inundation ; till at laft 

They reach'd a grafly plain, which from the (kirts 

Of that high defart fpread her verdant lafp 

And drank the guihing moifture, where confined 

In one fmooth current, o'er th^ lillied vale 

<!;iearer than gWfi it flow'd. Autumnal ipoils 

Luxuriant fpreading to the rays of morn, 

Blufh'd o'er the cliffs, wbofe half incircling mound 

As in a fylvan theatre inclos'd 291 

That flowVy level. On the river's brink' 

I fpy'd a fair pavilion, which diffus'd 

Its floating umbrage 'mid the filver fhade 

Of ofiers. Now the weftern fun revcal'd 295 

Between two parting cliffs his golden orb. 

And pour'd acrofs the (hadow of the hills. 

On rocks and floods, a yellow fl:ream of light 

That chear'd the folemn fcene. My lift'ning pow'^s 

Were aw'd, and every thought in iilence hung, 300 

And wond'ring expedlation. Then the voice 

Of thatcceleftialpow% the myftic (how 

Declj^ring, thus my deep attention call'd. 

(i&)lKHABITAKr 
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(b) Inhabitant of earth, to whom is giv'n 
The graci ous ways of providence to learn, 305 

Receive my fayings with a ftedfeft car — — 
Know then, the Ibv'reign fpirit of the wcwld, 
Tho* felf-coUedtcd from eternal time. 
Within h is own deep eiTence he beheld 
The cireling bounds of happin^fs unite ^ 310 

Yet by immenfe benignity inclin'4 
To fpread around him that primaeval joy 
Which fiird himfelf, he rais'd his plaftic arm 
Atid founded through the hollow depth of fpace 
The ftrong, creative mandate. Strait arofe 315 

Thefe heav 'nly orbs, the glad abodes of life 
ESufive kindled by his breath diinne 
Thro' endlels forms of being. Each iniiard 
From him its portion of the vital flame. 
In meafure fuch, that from the wide complex 320 
Of €(5-exiftent orders, one might rife, 
(i) One order all-involving and entire. 

He too beholding in the facred light 

Of bis eflential reafbn, all the fhapes 

Of fwift contingence, all fucceffive lies 325 

Of adtion propagated thro' the fum 

Of poflible-exiftence, he at once, 

Down the long feries of eventful tlme^ 

So fix'd the dates of being, fo difpos'd. 

To every living foul of every kind, 330 

The field of motion and the* hour of reft^ . 

F Tba' 
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That all confpir*d to his fupreme defigD, 

To univerfal good 5 with full acoord> * * 

Anfw'ring tjie mighty model he had chofe, 

{k) The beft and faireft of unnumber'd worlds 335 

That lay from evcrlafting in the ftore 

Of his divine conceptions. Nor content. 

By ONE exertion of creating pow'r. 

His goodnels to reveal ; thro* every age. 

Thro' every moment up the traft of time, 340 

His parent-hand with ever- new increafe 

Of happinefs and virtue has adorn'd 

The vaft harmonious frame : his parent-hand. 

From the mute {hell-fi(h gaping on the (hore. 

To men, to angels, to Celefti^l minds, 34jf 

•For ever leads the generations on 

To higher foenes of being .; while fupplyM 

From day to day by his enlivening breath. 

Inferior orders in fucceffion rife 

To fill the void below, {k) As flame afccnds, 350 

As bodies to th^ir proper center move. 

As the pois'd ocean to th' attracting moon 

Obedient fwells, and every headlong ftream 

Devolves it's w inding waters to the main ; 

So all things whjch have life afpire to God, 355 

iThe fun of being, boundlefs, unimpar^d. 

Center of fouls ! Nor does the faithful voice 

Of nature ceafe to .prompt their e^er fteps 

Aright ; nor is thexare o/heav'n witheld 

From granting to the tafk proportioned aid j 36a 

That in their ftttions all might perfevere 

To 
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Taf Itmb th* afcent of T>eing, and approach 
For ever nearer to the life divine, 

w 

That itjcfcy pile thou feeft, that verdant lawn 
Frelji water'd from the mountains. Let the fcene 365 
Paint in thy fancy the primseval feat 
Of man, and where the will fupfeme ord|iin'd 
His manfion, that pavilion fair«>diiFus'd 
Along the (hady brink, in this recefs 
To wear th' appointed feafon of his youth 5 . 37O 
Tilfrriper hours (hould open to his toil 
The high communion of faperior mhids. 
Of confecrated heroes and of gods. 
Nor did the fire omnipotent forget 
His tender bloom to cherifh ; nor witheld 375 

Odjieiftial footfteps from his green abode. 
Oft from the radiant honours of his throne,"" 
He fcnt whom moft he lovM, the fov'reign*feir^ 
The effluence of his glory, whom he plac'ct 
Before his eyes for ever to behold ; 380 

The-^goddefs from whofe infpiration flows 
The toil of patriots, the delight of friends f 
Without whofe^work divine, in heav'n or earth. 
Nought lovely, nought propitious comes- to pa(% 
Nor hope, nor praife, nor honour. Her the fire 385 
Gaff it in charge to rear the blobming mind^ 
The folded powers to open, to dircdt 
The growth luxuriant of bis young defires. 
And fi'om the laws of this maj^ic world 
To teach bim wbat was good. A3 thus the nymph 

F ^ Hf 
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Her daily care attended, by her fide ' 39# 

With conftant fteps her gay compamon ftay'd 
The fair Euphrofyne, tne gentle queeii 
Of fmiles, and graceful gladnels, and delights 
That chear alike the heiarts*of mortal men 39]^' 

And powers immortal. See the fhtning pair f 
Behold where from his dwelling now difclos'd. 
They quit their youthful charge and feek t)ie ikiea. 

I LOOKED, and on the flow'ry turf there ftoody 
Between two radian t. forms, a fmiling youth 40i| 
Whofe tender cheeks difplay'd the vernal floTv'r 
Of beauty ; fWeeteft innocence ilkun'd 
His baihful eycs^ and on his poli(h'd brovr 
• Sat young fimplicity^ With fond regard 
He tiewM th' aflbciates, as their fteps they mov'dj 40J 
The younger chief his ardent eyes detaio'd. 
With mild tegret kivxddng her retorn. 
Bright as the ftar of evening &e appeared 
Amid the dufky fcene. Eternal youdi 
O'er aU her form it's gjowing honours breath'd ; 4lf 
And fmiles eternal, from her candid eyes, 
Flow'd like the dewy hiftre of the rnorH' 
Eftufivetrembling on the placid waves, . 

The fpring of heav'n had flied itV.blufliing fpolls 
To bind her iable trefles : full dtfiusfd 4^T 

Her yellow mantle floaited in the breeze ; 
And in her band fhe wav*d a living branclr 
Rich with immortal fruits, of pow*! to cairn 

The wrathful heart> and from th6 bright'niog eyes 
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Tp chafe the cloud of fadnefi. More fubHme 429 
The heav'nly partn'ner mov'd. The prime of age 
Composed her fieps. The prefence of a god 
High on the circle df her brow enthron'd^ 
From each majeftic motion darted awe. 
Devoted awe ! till cherifh'd by her lookd 425 

Benevolent and meek, confiding love 
To filial rapture foflmed all the foul. 
Free in her graceful hand (he pois'd the fword 
.Of chafte dominion. An heroic crown 
JSifpIay'd the old fimplicity of pomp n:^ 

Around her lionour'd bead. A matiKm's robe 
White as the fun-ihine ftreams thro' vernal €loiid$j 
Her ftately fonn invefted. Hand in hand 
Th' immortal pair forfook th* ennamelPd gtMO, 
Afccnding flowly. Rays of limpid light 435 

, Gleam'd round tiieir path; ^leftial rounds were heard> 
And thro' the fragrant air atherial dews - 
Diftill'd around them ; till at once the ctouda 
Difparting wide in midway lky,';withdrew 
Their zlxy veil, and left a bright expdnfe 44% 

Of empyrean flame, where fpent and drowtfd, 
Afilifted vifion plung'd in vain to fcan 
What objeft it involved* My feeble eyes 
Endur'd not. Bending down to earth i ftood 
With dumb attention. Soon a femate voice 44| 
As watry murmurs fweet, or warb'Ung ihadeS| 
With £icred invocation thus b^gan. ^ 

Fathk* of godsand mortals ! whoferiglit arm - 
Witli reins eternal guides the moying heay'nsa Bcr ' 
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Bend thy propitious ear. Behold wclKpkas'd 450 

I feck to finiih thy .divine decree. 

With freqtient fteps I vifit yonder feat 

Of man, thy (offspring y from the tender'fcedj 

Of juftite and of wifdom, to evolve 

The latent honours of his generous frame j ^^55 

Till thy conducing hand fliall raife his lot 

From earth's dim fcene to thefe sethereal walks. 

The temple of thy glory. But not me. 

Not my direfting voice he oft requires. 

Or hears delighted : this inchanting maid, 46a 

Th* affodate thou haft giv'n me, her alone 

He loves, O father ! abfent, her he craves i 

And but for her glad prefence ever join'd^ 

Rejoices not in mine : that all my hopes 

Thi3 thy benignant purpofe to fulfil, 465 

I 6eetik uncertain ; and my daily cares 

Unfruitful all in vain, unleis by thee 

Still farther aided in the v^ork divine* 

c She ceas'd ; a voice more awful thus reply 'd. 47 O 
O thou T in whom for ever I delight. 
Fairer than all th' inhabitants of heaven, 
Beft image of thy author ! fer from thee 
Be difappK^intment, or diftafte, or blame ; . 
yfho foon or lat?e (halt every work fulfil, 475 

And no lefiftance find. If man refufc 
To hearken to thy didlate^ 5 or alhir'd. 
By meaner joys, to any other pow*r 
Transfer the honours due to thee alone ; 

• That 



rfr^ 



BookH. of imagination. 55 

That Joy which he purfues he ne'er fhall tafte^ 

That pow'r in whom tlelighteth ne'er behold. 480 

Go then once more, and happy be thy toil ; 

Go then! but !et not this thy fmiling friend 

Partake thy footftcps. In her ftead, behold,! 

With thee the fon of Nemefis I fend j 

The fiend abhorr'd 1 whofe vengeance takes account 

Offaci'ed orders, violated laws 486 

See where he calk thee, burning to be gone. 

Fierce to exhauft the tempeft of his wrath 

On yon devoted head. But thou, my child, 

Controul his cruel frenzy, and proteft 450 

Thy tender charge. That when defpair (hall grafp 

His agonizing bofom, he may learn. 

Then he may learn to love the gracious hand,- 

Alone fufficient in that hour of ill. 

To fave his feeble fpirit ; then confefi 49^ 

Thy genuine honours, O excelling fair ! 

When all the plagues that wait the deadly will 

Of this avenging daemon, all the florm^ 

Of night infernal, ferve but to difplay 

The energy of thy fuperior charms 506 

Withmildeft awe triumphant o'er his rage. 

And fhining clearer in the Jiorrid gloom* 

Here ceasM that awfal voice, and foon I felt 
The cloudy curtain of refrefliing eve 
Was clos'd once more, from that immortal fire 505 
Sbelt'ring my eye- lids. Looking up, I view'd 
A yaft jgigantic fpedlre ftriding <m 

Thrr 
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Thro' murm'ring thunders and a wafte. of clouds^ ' 

.With dreadful adion. Black as night his tirow 

Relentlefi frowns involved. His favage limbs 5 10 ^ 

"With fliarp impatience violent he writh'd. 

As thro' .cppvulfive anguiih ; and.bis hand 

ArmM with a fqorpion lafb^ full oft be rais'd 

in raadnefi to his bofom ; while his ^es 

JUin'd bitter tears, and bellowing loud he {book 515 

The void.with horror. Silent by his fide 

The virgin came. No difcompofure ftir'd 

Her features. From the glooms which hung around^ 

Ko ftain of darkneis mingled with the beam 

Of her divine jeffulgcnce. Now they ftoop 520 

Upon the river«bank, and now to hail 

His wonted guefts, with eager fteps advanced 

The unfpeding inmate of the fliade« 

r 

As when a &mi(hM wolf, that all night hog 
Had rang'd the Alpine fnows, by chance at morn 525 
Sees from a cliff incumbent o'er the fmoke 
Of feme lone village, a negleded kid 
That ftrays along the wild for herb or fpring ; 
Down from the winding ridge he fweeps amain^ 
And thinks he tears him : fo with tenfold rage,. 53^ 
The monfter iprung remorfelefe on his prey. 
Amaz'd the ftripling ftood ; with panting breaft 
Feebly he pour'd the lamentable wail ^ 
Of helplefs confter nation. Struck at oncc^ 
And rooted to the ground* The queen beheld 535* 

His terror, and with looks of tend'reft care 

'Advanced 

1 

i 



■"^I 



BookU. of IMAGINATION. ST 

Advanc'd.to fave him,. Soon the tyrant felt 

Her awful pow'r. His keen, tempeftuous arm 

Hung ncrvelefs, nor dcfcendcd where his rage 

Bad aim*d the deadly blow : then dumb retir'd, S4(> 

With fallen, rancour. Lo ! the fovVeign maid 

Folds with a mother's arms the feinting boy^ 

Till life rekindles in hb rofy cheek ; 

Then grafps his hand, and cbears him with her tongue4 

O WAKE thee, ronfe.thy fpirit ! (hall the fpite 545 
Of yon tormentor thus appall thy heart. 
While I, thy friend and guardian, am at hand 
To refciie and to heal ? Q let thy foul ' 
Remember what the will of beav'n qrdaina 
h ever good for all > and if for all, 55a 

Then good for thee. Not only by the warmth 
And fooifaing fun-ihine of delightful things. 
Do miinds grow up and fiourifb. Oft mifled 
By that bland light, the young unpra^is'd views 
Of rc^fon wander thro' a bxz\ roa^d, 55$ 

Far from their, native aim : as if .to lye 
Inglorious in the. fragrant fhade, and wait 
The foft accefi:pf. ever-circling joys. 
Were all the end qt being. Aik thy felf^ 
This pleafing etror did it never lull 56af 

'thf wiflies ? Has thyco^ftant heart r^f;4s'4 : : 
The i|l^en fetters of delicio^J^ eafe ? * • ' -. * " 

Or when divine! Euphrcrfync appeai'd 
Within this dwelling, did not thy :<tefires 

llasg for ^rfQw,that meafuie qC tby fete* S^i 

G Whicl> 
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Which I revealM before thee ? and thy cyes^ '- 

Im pa tietit of my councils, turn away- 

To drink the fof 1 6ffufion bf her fmiles i 

Know then, for this the everlafting iire 

Deprives thee of her prefence, and inftead, "576 

O wife and ftill benevoleiit ! ordains 

This horrid vifage hither to purfue ^ 

My Heps 5 that fo thy nature may difceri* 

It's real good, and wbaf alone can fave 

Thy feeble fpirit in this hour of ill «$7| 

From folly and defpair. O yet bclov'd ! 

Let not tMJ headlong terror quite overwhelm 

Thy fcattei'd pow'rs ; nor fataldcem the rage 

Of this tormentor, nor his proud afiault, 

While I am here to vindicate thy toil* 58^ 

Above the generous queftion of thy arm. 

Brave by thy fears, and in thy weafcnefs ftrong. 

This hour he triumphs ; but confroAt'his mighty 

And dare him to the combat, then with eafe 

Dilarm'd and quell'd, his fiercenefs he refigns 5Q 

To bondage and' to fcorn : while thus inur'd 

By watchful danger, by unc^fing^foil, 

Th* immortal mind, fuperiorto his ftte 

Amid the outrage 6( external thii^. 

Firm as the folid bafe of this great world, Jj[9^' 

Refts on it's own foundations. Blow, ye w!n^ ! 

Ye waves! ye thunders ! row! your tempeft on y • 

Shake, ye old pillarsf of the marble Iky ! 

Till all it's orbs and allifSs worlds of firiJ 

3e loofen'd from their feats i yet M ftrencs* S^$ 
4 Th* 
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Th' unconquer'd mirid lcx)ks down upon the wrecfcj ' 
j^nd ever ftrJngcr as the ftorms advance, j 

Firm thns* the doling ruin holds it's way, - 1 

Where nature calls him to the deftiii?d goal. . ^ 

i • ■ . .. ' - . ■ • '1 

So fpake the godd^ ; white thro' all her frame 6od 
Go^ftial raptures flowed, in evbr}!: yrord^ • 
In every motion kindling warmth divine . ^ \ - 

To feize who. liftned- Vehement and fwift 
As lightning fireis the aromatic ihade . 
In Ethiopian fields, the ftripliilg felt 605^ 

^gr)infpiraitoa catch his fervid foul, 
And ftarting from liis languor, thus exclaimed. 

Then- let the trial come ! and witnels thou. 
If terror be uppjn mc ; if I fhrink 
fpmeet the ftocm, ot falter in my ftrength 6jq 

Whenhardeft^ltftefetsme. .Do not think 
That I am fearfitl and infirm of foul. 
As late thymes beheld t for thou h^ft chajng'd 
My nature ; thy commanding voice has wak'd 
My languid^powcra ta bear mt boldly 'on, ! ^ iS 
'lyBere'er the Will divine my patb ordains 
Thro -toil -or peril : only do not thou 
Forlake me 5 O be thou for ever near, 
Tiiat Tmay Hftcn to thy facred voice. 
And guide by thy deciees my c^ftant feet. 629 

BttDfay, for ever are my eyes berett ? • • ' > 

Say, fliall the feir Euphrofyne not once 
Appear again tQ charm me \ Thou, in heav'n I 

G 2 
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O tibou eternal arbiter of things ? ^ 

Be thy great bidding donfc : few who am I €25 

To queftion thy appoiritmeut ? Let, the froww 

Of this avenger every morn o'ercaft 

The chearful dawn, and every evening damp 

With double night my dwelling-; I will learn 

To hail theth ,botb^ and unrepining bear 63O 

His hateful prefence ; hut permit my tongue 

One glad requeft, and if my deeds may £ad 

Thy awful eye propitious, O reftore 

THi rofy-featur'd maid ; again to chear 

This lonely feat, and blcfs me withAer fmiics. f>3f 

He fpoke '; when inftant, thro' the ^fable glooms 

With which that furious prefence had involved 

The ambient air, a flood of radiance came 

Swift as the light'ning-flafh ; the melting douds 

Flew diverfe, and'amid the blue ferene 649 

Euphrofyne:appear*d; With fpr ightly ftep 

The nymph alighted on th' irriguous lawn. 

And to her Ivond'ring audience thus begunr 

Lo ! I am here to anfwer to your vows. 

And be the meeting fortunate ! I come 64J 

With joyful tidiftgs 5 we (ball part no more —- . , ' 

Hark ! how the gentle echo from her cell 

Talks thro' the cfiffi, and murmuring o*er the ftream 

Itepeats the accent ; we fcall part no more. 

O my delightful friends ! well pleasM on high 65a 

The father has l^eheld you, while the might 

Of that fiern foe with bitter trial proved 

♦ Your 
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Your equal doings : then for ever fpakc 
The high decree ; that thou, cceleftial maid f 
However that gricfly phantom on thy fteps 655 

i&SLf fometimes dare intrude, yet never more 
Shalt thou defcending to th* abode of man^ 
Alone endure the. rancour of his arm. 
Or leave 'thy lovM Euphrofyne behind. 
She ended : and the whole romantic fcene 660 

Immediate vanifli'd : rocks, and woods, and rlUs^ 
The mantling tent, and each myfterious form 
Flew like the pidures of a morning dream. 
When iun-fliine fills the. bed. A while I itood 
Perplexed and giddy ; till the radiant pow'r 66$ 

Who bade the vifionary landfcape rife. 
As up to him I turn*d with gentleft looks 
Preventing my inquiry, thus began. 

Thbrs let thy foul acknowledge its complaint 
How blind, how impious ! there behold the ways 67a 
Of heav'ns eternal deftiny to man. 
For ever juft, benevolent and wife : 
That Virtue's awful fteps, howe*er purfued 
By vexing fortune and intrufive Pain, 
^hould never be divided from her chaft, 675 

Her fair attendant. Pleasure. Need I urge 
Thy tardy thought thro' all the various round 
Of this exiftence, that thy foft'ning foul 
^ At length may learn what energy the hand 
Of virtue mingles in the bitter tide 68a 

Ofpaflion fuelling with diftreb and paln^ 

To 
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To mitigate thciharp withgwcjous drops 

Of Gordisjl pleafurc ? Aft the faithful youth y 

WJy the cold urn of hex wliom long he Jov'd 

So often fiys % arms ; fa pftca; draws. ;, ^Sgfi 

His lonely foptfteps at the filent tour, : i 

To pay the mourpful, tribute pf his tears? • 

O ! he will tell jb^e that; the wealth of .worlds . .> 

SboJUld ne'er -fcducc his- bofom to forego . : .? . . ; 

Thatkraerddhqut^whenftealingtroiii^thenDtfe : 6901 

Of care and envy, fWeet rcm«nbr«\cc fijoths :: 

With virtue's kindeft looks his akin§ breafl, \. ^ 

And turns iiatriaiis to rapture. -4-—^ Aftthec?raw* 

WHch flieslla»p^tieDt from the village-5Valk' > ' -^^ 

To climb the ngghb'rmg cliffi, when far below €^$f 

The cruel wiAdsihi^ve hurPd upon the coail 

Some helplefs bark ; while ii^red pity .mdts. - : : i 

The general eye, or terror's icy hand 

Smites theit diftorted limbs ind torrent liair r- '^^ 

Whilejevepymother etofer toher breaft * ,' . ^f^H 

Catches her child, and pointing where the waVes > v ' 

Foam thro' the fhatter'd Veffel, fhrieks aloud : j 1 J 

As one pboiTwretcb that fpreads'his piteous amis 

For fuccour, fwaHowM by the roaring fui^, 

As now another, dafh'd againft the rock,{ 70^ 

Drops lifelefsldownL : O deemeft tiioa indeed' - 

No kind, indetrmctit here by nature gly'n 

To mutual tqrfor and compafflotfs tears ? > . * 

No fweetly4melting foltnefi wiiiclr.attradb, ' 

C^ei all that edge of pain, tbi idaial; pow'rs 7 ^ 

To this their iprooer aftlon asd' their end i " . . 'j 

Aft 
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— ^ Alk thy own heart. Wben at the midbight'hoirt: 

Slow thrcf , that ftudious gloom thy paiifing eye 

Led by the glimmering taper moves around 

STfte faci^d -volumes of the dead ; the feflgi ^ifj 

Of Graecian bards, and records wrote by feme 

For Graecian heroes, where tbe^prefent pow'r 

Of liea;^'n and earth furveys th* ihlmortal page,^ 

Ev'n as a fether bleffing, while^ he reads, 

TKe praifefi of his ton* If Oien thy !feu!, ^ id 

Spurring- the yoke of thefe inglorious day ^, 

Mix in thSr deeds and kindle with tbeil* Same i' 

Say ; whetithe profpeft blackens on thy vifew. 

When rooted from the bafe, heroic ftates 

McXUrh in the duft and tremble at the fh>wn * if& 

Oi curft ambition ^ when (/) the pious band^ ' 

Of youths who: fought for freedom and thoir fires*^^ 

Lieihlie by-fide in ^ore $ when ruffian pride 

Ufurps the tkrone of juftice, turns the pomp 

.OiFpublic pow'r, -the iftajefty of fule, ;73d 

The fword, th& laurel, and the^purpk robe^ ' '^• 

To flavifli, empty pageants, to adorn 

A tyrant's walky and .glitter in the eyeft 

Of filth sii bow the knee ; when konoiur'd tir&ff 

Of patriots and of chiefe, the awfiil buft 735 

And ftoried accbj toglu t the coward-ragg; - 

Of regal envy, ftrew the publick way ' . 

With hallowM itiins ; when the mufc's haunt^ 

The marble porch where wifdom wont to talh . 

With Socrates or Tully, hears no more^ 74* 

Save the hoarfe jargon ofcontentious jBonk^ 

I . . ' . . . C 
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Or female fuperftilion's midnight pray'r ; 

When,ruthlds rapine from the haiiid of time 

Tears the deftroying fcythe, with furer blow ; 

fT6 fweep the works pf glory from their bafe | 74s 

Till dcfelatipn o'er the grafs-grown ftreet . 

Expands his raven-wings, and up thQ wall. 

Where fcnates once tl^e price of inonarchs^oom*ai 

Hiffes the gliding (hake thro' hoary weeds 

That clafp the mouldering column ; thus, de&cM 75a 

Thu? widely mournful when the profpcft thrills 

Thy beating boforo, when the patriot's tear 

Starts from thine eye, and thy extended arm 

In fancy hurls the thunderbolt of Jove 

To fire the impious wreath on («) Philip's brow, 75^ 

Or dafli Odlavius from the trophicd car j 

Say, docs thy fiscret foul repine to tafte 

The big diftrefe ? Or would'ft thou then exchange 

Thofe heart-ennobling forrows for the lot 

Of him who fite amid tlie gaudy, herd 76a 

Of mute barbarians bending to his pod. 

And bears aloft his gold-invefted front. 

And fays within himfclf, *' I am a king, 

« And wherefore (houH th'clarn'rous voice of woe; 

^■fatrude upon mide ear ? *' -- The bakfid drcggf ^ 

Of thefe late ages, this inglorious draught 766' 

Of fervitude and folly, have not yet, 

Bleft bcv th*^ efcrtjal ruler of the world ? 

Defil'd to ftich a depth of fordid (hame 

The native honours ot the human foul^ i7^ 

Nor fo eflftc'd the image of ili fire* . 

End of the ficand BooL NOTES 
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NOTES 

On BOOK the Second. 



{a) Line A T^lajl the Mufis rofe^ &c.] About the age, 
19. £\^ of Hugh Capet y the founder of the third 
race dtFtenth kings, the poets of Prdvente were in high 
reputation ; a fort of ftroUing bards or rhapfodifts, who 
went about the courts of princes and noblemen, enter- 
taining them at feftivals with mufic and poetry. They 
attempted both the epic ode and fatire, and abounded in 
a wild and fantaftic vein of fable, partly allegorical, and 
partly founded on traditionary legends of the Saracen 
wars. Thefe were the rudiments of the Italian poetry. 
But their tafte and compofition muft have been ex« 
treamly barbarous, as we may judge from thofe who 
foUow'd the turn of thei^ fable in much politer times j 
fuch as Boiard^y Bernards TaJ/i, Ariolio^^ &c. 

{b) Line 21. Falflu/a.] The famous retreat o{ Fran^' 
cefcQ Petrarcha the fether of Italian poetry, and his 
miftrefs Laura^ a lady of Avignon. 

{c) Line 22. Arho.'\ The river which runs by Flo^ 
rence^ the birth-place of Dante and Boccado, 

{d) Line 23. Parthenope.] Or Naples^ the birth-place- 
oi Sannazarro. The great ^orquato 7aJfo was borri at 
Sorritnto in the kingdon* of Naples. 

{e) idem. -- — the rage 

Of dire ambiteny &c,] This relates to the cruel wars ' 
among the republics of italyy and the abominable po- ; 
litics of U*« little princes, about the fifteenth century. '. 
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Thefe at laft, in conjunftion with the papal power, 
intfrely extinguiflied the fpirit of liberty in that coun- 
try, and eftablifhed that abufe of the fine arts which 
has fince been propagated over all Europe. 

(/) Line 30. T^m from their guardians torn^ &c.] 
Nor were they only lofers by the reparation. For philo- 

' ibphy itfclf, to ufe the words of a noble philofopher, ^^- 
ing thui fiVff^ d from the fprightly am andfciemes^ muft 
ionfequently grow dronijh^ infipidy pedantic, ufelefs^ and 
dieSfly oppoftte to the refit knowledge and pra^ice of the 
world. Infomuch, that a gentleman, fays another excel- 
lent writer, cannot eaftly bring himjelfto likefo aufisre and 

' ungainly a form : fo greatly is it changed from what was 
once the delight of the finejl gentlemen of antiquity, and 
their recreation after the hurry of public affairs I From 
this condition it cannot be recovered but by uniting it 
once niore with the works of fmagination \ and we 
have had the pleafure of obferving a very great pro- 
grefs made towards their unioii in England within 
jihefe few ye irs. It is hardly poffible to conceive thcnl 
at a greater diftance from each other, than at the revo- 
Uition, when Locke ftood at th^head of one party, and 
Dryden of the other. But the general fpirit of liberty, 
which has ever fince t)een growing, naturally invited 
our men of wit and genius to improve th^t influence 
which the arts of perfuafion feive them with the people, 
by applying them to fubjedls of importance to focicty. 
Thus poetry and eloquence became confiderable ; and 
philofophy is now of courfe obliged to borrow of their 
embellifhment5, in order even to gain audience with 
the public. , 

(g) Line ijT, From paffion^s power alone^ &c. ] This 
very myfterious kind of pleafure which is often fpund 
in the exercife of paffions generally counted painful^ 
lias been taken notice of by feveral authors. l4icreHus 
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refolvcskintofelf-lovc. Suave marima^no^ &c. h II. i^ 
As if a man Was never pleas'd in being moved at the 
the diftrefi of a tragedy, without a cool reflexion that 
tho* thefe fiftitious perfonages were fo unhappv, yet 
he himfelf was perfectly at eafe and in fafety. The iit-. 
genious and candid'authorof the reflexions critiques fiir 
lapsefi ^ fiir lapeinture^ accounts for it by the gene- 
ral delight which the mind takes in it's own activity, 
and the abhorrence it feels of an indolent and unatten* 
tive ftate : and this, join'd with the moral applaufe of it's 
own temper^ which attends thofe emotions when na- 
tural and juft, is certainly the true foundation of the 
p]eafure, which as it is the origin and bafis of tragedy 
and epic, deferv'd a very particular confideration in 
this poem. 

{h) Line 304. Inffabitants of earthy &c.] The ac^ 
count of the oeconomy of providence here introduced, 
is the moft proper to calm and fatisfy the mind, when . 
under the compundlion of private evils, feems to have 
come originally from^the Pythagorean fchool : but of 
«ll the ancient phllofophers, Platd has moft largely in- 
fifted upon it, has eftablifhed it with all the ftrength 
of his capacious underftanding, and ennobled it with 
all the munificence of his divine imagination. He 
has one paflage fo full and clear on the head, that I am 
perfuaded the reader will be. pleafed to fee it here, tho* 
Ibmcwhat long, i^ddreffing himfelf to fuch as are 
npt fatisfied concerning divine providence, iT^e being 
who prefides over the whole^ f&ys he, has di/pos*d and 
eoritplicatid all things for the happinefs and virtue of the 
whole y every part rf which, according to the ecctent of its 
influence, does andfuffers what is fit and proper. One 
of thefe parts is yours, O unhappy man ! which tho* in 
itjelf moft inccnfiderabk and minute, yet being conneSfed 
with theunivetje^ ever feeks to co-operate with thatfu^ 

'em'' 
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prer$e cr(Ur. You in the nuan timi an ignorant of the 
very end for %uhicb all particular natures are brought in* 
to exiftence^ that the all comprehending nature .of the 
u bole may. be perfect and happy ; exiftingy a^ it dooSy not 
for your fake y but the caufe and reafon of your , ixijience^ 
whicl^^ as in the fymmetry of every artificial work^ mufl 
/ofnecejftty concur with the general defign of the artiji^ 
and be fubfervient to the whole of which it is a part. 
your complaint therefore is ignorant and groundlefs 5 
fince according to the various- energy ofcreation^ and the 
common laws ofnature^ there is a confiant provifton of 
that which is left at thejame time far you and for the 

whole ^ - For the governing intelligence clearly ^^- 

holding all the anions ^animated and felf moving crea* 

tures, and that mixture of good and evil which diverft-^ 

fes thern^ confidered firfi of all by what difpofttion of 

things^ and whatfituation of each individual in the.geno'^ 

raljjtftem^ vice might be d^rejfed andfubdued^ andvir^ 

tuemadefecureofviSforyandhappinefs with the great-^ 

eft facility and in the high^f d^ree pofftble. In this man-^ 

ner he ordered thro^ the entire circle of beings the inter* 

nal conjlitution of every mind, where Jhould bo itsftation 

in the univerfal fabric, qnd thro^ what variety ofcircum* 

flames it Jhould proceed in the whole tenour tf its exi^ 

fence. He goes on in his fublirae manner to afler t a 

future ftate of retribution, as well for ihofe who, by the 

exercije of good, difpofttions being harmonized and affimi^ 

lated to the divine virtue, are, confequently -removed to a 

place of unblemijb^ d fan^ity and happinefs i as of thofe 

who by the moji flagitious arts have arifenfrom contempt- 

tible beginnings to the greatef affluence andpoviur, and 

whom therefore ym look upon as unanfwerable in fiancee 

^f negligence in the gods, becnaufeyouare ignorant of the 

purpojes to which they are fubfervient, andi^ what manr 

ner they contribute to thefupreme intention of good to, the 

wMU. Plato de Leg, X, 16, Thi* 
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This theory has been deliyer'd of late^ efpccially a- 
broad, In a manner which ful^verts the freedom of hu- 
man adtion ; whereas Plato appears very careful to 
preferve it, and has been in that refp<^ imitated by 
the beft of his followers. 

(i) Line 322, One Order, &c.] See the meditations 
of AntoninuSy and the charafleriftjcs, paffim. 

{k) Line 335. 7he beft andfaireltj ^cJ] This opini- 
on is fo old^ that timaus Locrus calls the fupreme be- 
ingy ^«ift»(»>oc "in C*\Vitt®', the artijker of that whhb is 
beft I and reprefents him as refolving in the beginning 
to produce the moil excellent work, and as copying the 
world from his own iiitelligible and eflential idea^ 
' fo that it yet remains ^ as it vjas at the firfi, perfep in 
beauty^ and will never ftand in need of any correction or 
improvement. There ^ is no room for a caution here, 
:to underftand thefe expreffions, not of any particular 
circumitances of human life feparately confidered, but 
of the fum or univerfal lyftem of life and being. Sec 
alfo the vilion at the end of the Iheodicee of Letbnitz. 

{k) Line 350. As flame afcends, &c.J This opinion, 
tho' not held by Plata or any of the ancients, is yet a 
very natural tonfequence of bis principles. But the 
difquifition is too complex and extenl|ve to be entered 
upon here.' 

{I) Line 726. — — when the pious band^i^cJi 

The reader will here naturally recoBeft the fate ot the 
* facrsd battalion of Thebes, wliich, at the battle of CA^- 
ronea was utterly deftroyed, evqry man being found ly- 
ing dead by his friend. 

(«x) Line 755, Philip,} The Macedonian. 
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Book the Third. 

WHAT wonder therefore, fince th' indcaring 
Of paffioa link the uoirerfal kind (ties 

Of man fo clofe, what wonder if to fearcb 
This coiniDon nature through the various change 
Of fex, and age, and fortune, and the frame 5 

Of each {Kculiar, draw the bufy mind 
With unrefiftcd charms i The fpacious weft. 
And all the teemmg regions of the fbuth 
Hold not a quarry, to the curious fiight 
Of knowledge, half fo tempting or Co iair, lo 

As man to man. Nor oidy v/iicie the fmilei 

Of 
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Oflove invite ; nor only where th' applaufe 

Of cordial honour turns th' attentive eye ^; 

Oa virtue's graceful deed^. For fince the Courfe. 

Of things external a6ls in different ways . ^S 

On human apprehenSonS) as the hand 

Of nature tempered to a different frame 

Peculiar minds ; fo haply {fi) where the pow'rr 

Of fincy neither lefl'^n or enlarge 

The images of thing, but paint in all 2Cl 

Their genuioe hues, the features which they wore 

In nature ; ,*there opinion will be true. 

And adion right. For action treads the. path 

In which opinion fays he follows good. 

Or flies inyn.evil \ and opinion gives 25 

Report of good or evil, as the fcene 

Was drawn by fancy lovely or deform'd : 

Thus her report can never there be true,.. 

Where fancy cheats the intelleSual eye. 

With gla^ng colours and dift9rted lines. 34 

Is there a man, who at the found of death, 

Sees ghaftly (hapcs of terror conjured up. 

And Mack before him ; nought but death-bed groans, ' 

And fearful prayers, and plunging from the brink 

Of light and being, down the gloomy air, 35 

And unknown depth ? Alas ! in fuch a mind 

If no bright forms of excellence attend 

The image of his countfy ; nor the pomp 

Of facred fenales, nor the guardian voice 

Of juftice on her throne, nor aught that wakes ^ 40 

The confcious bofom with a patriot's flame, ^ 

Will 
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Will not opinion tell him, ^hat to die^ 
Or ftand the hazard, is a greater ill 
Than to betray his country ? And iti a£l 
-Will he not ehoofe to be a wretch and live ? 4i| 

Here vice begins then^ From th* incbanting cup 
Which fancy holds to allj th* unWary thirft 
Of youth oft fwallows a Circagan diraught^ 
That fheds a baleful tinAure o'er the eye 
Of reafon, till no longer h6 difcernr^ ^d 

And only, guides to err. Then revel forth 
A furious b^nd that fpurh him from the throhi; s 
And, all is uproar* Thus ambition grafps 
The empire of the foul : thiis pale revenge 
tTnflieaths her murd'rous dagger ; and the hands 5 j^ 
Of hift aiid rapine* with unholy arts^ * » 

Watch to overturn the barrier of the laws 
That keeps them from their prey : thus all the i^lagn^s ^ 
The wicked bear, or o'er the trembling fcene , 
^The tragic tnufe difclofesj under ftiapes 6d 

Of honour, fafety, pleafure^ eafe or pomp^ 
Stole firft into the mind* Yet not by aU . 
Thofe lying forms which fancy in the braiii \ 
Engenders, are the kindling paflions driv'rt 
To guilty tweeds 5 nor rcafia ])qmd in chains 6 j 
That vice aloiie may lord it i'm, adorn*d 
With folemn pageants, folly mounts his throne^ ^ . 
And plays her ideot-anticks^ like a queen. 
A thouiknd garbs (he wears ^ a thoufand ways 
She wheels her giddy empire * — Lo ! thus far fo 
With bold adrenttttt, to the Mwtuw lyre 
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I fing of nature's charms, ?ind toucn wcll-pleas'd 

A ftrifler note ? now liaply muft my fong 

Unbend her feriousmeafure, and reveal 

In lighter ftrain?, {b) how folly'a aukward arts 75 

Excite impetuous laughter's gay rebuke i 

The fportive province of tte cortiic mufe. 

See ! in what crotids the^uncotith forms advance ^ 
Each Would outftrip the other, each prevent 
Our careful fe^rchj and offer to your gaze, 80 

Uhilk'd, his motley features. Wait awhile,** 
My curious friends ! and let us firfl arrange . 
In proper orders your ptomifcuous throng* 

^ .(r)BEHOLi> the foremoft band j of flender thought,, 

And eafy faith ; whom flattering fency fooths 85 

With lying fpcdlres, in themfelves to view n 

Illuftrious forms.of excellence anil good. 

That fcorn the manfion. With exulting hearts 

They fpread their fpurious treafures to the fun ; ' " 

And bid the world admire ! but chief the glance -90 

tDf wifhful envy draws their joy-bright eyes, 

And lifts with felf-applaufe each lordly brow. * 

In number boundlefs as the^blooms of fpring, 

Behold their glaring idols, empty fli'apcs • ^ . 

By fancy gilded o'er, and* then fet up 95; 

For adoration. Some in learning's garb,"' 

With formal band and /able-cinftur'd grown,. 
And rags of mouldy vbliiraes. Some elate 
, With martial Q)lend6ur^ (teeljr pikesy and fwords 

-•■•■• . '. \ ■.Of 
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Qf coftly fnme, and gay Pboenician robes xoo 

Inwrought with flow'ry gold, affume the port 

Of (lately: valour : lift*niog by his fide 

There'ftands a female, form ', to her, with looks 

Of earneft iniport, pregn^t with jamazej^ 

He talks of deadly deeds, of breaches, ftorms^ icxS 

And fulph'rous mjnes, and ambafh : thep at once 

Breaks o^, and fmiles to fee her )ook fo pale, . 

And alks tome wond'rmg queftJon of her fears.. 

Others of graver mien 5 behold, adorn'd 

With Holy ehfigns, how fublime they move, HQ 

And bending oft, their fanftinionions eyes. 

Take homage of the fimple-minded throng, 

Ambafidors of heav'n ! Nor much unhke 

Is he whofe vifage, in the lazy mift 

That mantles every feature, hides a brood 1 15 

Ctf politic conceits ; of whifpers, nbds. 

And bints deep omen*d with unwieldy fchemes. 

And dark poi^tents of ftate^ Ten tho^ufand more 

Prodigious habits and tumultuous.tongues, 

£pur dauntlefs in, and fwelt the hoaftful band. '12a 

(d) Thek comes the fecond otder ; all who feek 
The debt of praife^ where watchful unbeljef 
Darts thro* the thin pretence her fquinting eye. 
On fome rctir'd appearance which belies 
The boaftcd virtue, or annulls th* applaufe 125 

That juftice elfe would pay. Here fide by fid^ai 
I lee two leaders of the folemn train. 
Approaching : one a femate oM ^iA grey, 

I a - Wit 
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With eyes demure, and wrinkle-furrow'd brovTf 
P^Ie as thie cheeks of death \ yet ftiJI (he ftuns 139 
The fick*ning audience with a naufeous tale ; 
How many youths her myrtle cbaiiis have worn. 
How many virgins at her triumphs pin'd f 
Yet how refolvM {he guards &er cautious hmt ; 
. Such is her terror at the rifques of lov« 135 

And man's feducibg tongue ! The other fepms . 
A bearded fage^ ungentle in bis niein, , 
And fordid all bis habit ; peevifh ws^nt 
43rins at bis heqls, while down the gazing^throQg^ 
lie ftalks, refoundiog in inagaific pbrafe , 14A 

The vanity of riches^ the contempt 
Of pomp an)i power. Be prudent in your wi^i 
Ye grave aipfociates ! let th^ filent grac<^ 
Of her who blufhes &t the fond r^ai^d 
Her charms infpire, mo^e eloquent unfoH 145 

The praife of fpotlefs honour ; let the man 
Whofe eye regards not bi& illuftriovs pomp 
And ample ftore^ but as indulgent ftreams • 
To cbear the barren foil and ipread tbe fruits 
Of joy, let him by juftcr meafurc fijt 15^ 

TheprickLofricbesand theendofpowar# , 

[e) Ahot»er tribe fucceeds ; deluded loQ^; 
By fancy's dazzling optics, thefe behold 
The images of fome peculiar things 
With brighter hues refplendcnt, and portay'd 155 
With features nobler fer than e'er adoirnM 

Th^ir genuine objeds* Hence the fcyer'd heart 

Panttf 
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Rmts with delirious hope for ttflfel dmQns $ 

Hence oft obtrufive on the eye of (corn 

Untimely zeai her witlefs pxide betrays ) |60 

And ferious manhood, from the tow'ring aim 

Of wiidon), ftoops to emulate the boaft 

Of childifb toil. Behold yon myftic form^ 

Bedeck'd with feathers, infeds, weeds and ihells } 

Kot with iotenftriirow the Samian4ag!e . i^j 

£ent bis iixt eye on heav'n's eternal fires^ 

When firft tl^ order of that radiant fcene 

Swell'd his exultant thought^ than this funFeys 

A muckwomi's entraib or a fpider^ &ng» 

Next him a youth with flow'rs and myrtles crow]>*4> 

Attends that vLcguoLrform, and bla(hing kneels, . 17 1 

With fondeft geftuTQ and a fuppliaut's tongue 

To win her coy regard : adieu, for iiimji ' 

The dull engagements of the buAli^ world 1 

Adieu the fi^k impertinence of praife i , ! :: ^7$ 

And hope, and a&ion ! for with bier 9loiie» ^ 

% ftreams an4 fiiades to fteal the fighing hour^jt. 

. Js all he aflcs, and all that fate can give ! 

Thee too, facetious Momion, wandriog heipf ] 

Thee, dreaded cenfor ] oft have I beheld ; JiS^ 

Bewildered unaware? : al^! too loog 

l^lufh'd with thy comic tmrnpl^ and the ^^ 

Of fly diverfion 1 till on every lide 

Hurling thy random bolts, o^nded tmib 

AlBgn'd thee here thy ftation with the 4ave$^. J185 

Of 'folly* Thy once formidable name 

SbjQl gr A^ her bumble record^ and \^ b|Wd 
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In fcofis and moclc'ry bandied from tbe lips 

Of all. the vengbfal brotherhood around 

So ifc the patient vidtims of thy fcorn. 190 ^ 

(/) But now, ye gay ! to whom indulgent fate. 
Of ail the miife's empire hath affign'd . ] 

The ^fdft of folly, hither each advance ^ 

Your fickles ; here the teeming foil'afibrds ^ 

Its richeft growth. A favorite brood appears $ 19^ i 

In whom the damon, with a mother's joy. 
Views allfaer' charms teflefted, all her cites 
At full repay M, Ye mod tlluftrious i>and \ 
Wh'ofcbming reafon-8 tame, pedantic riiles, 
Aftd order's Ttilgar bondage, never meant ^00 

For fouls fiiblime as yours, with generous zeat ^ . 

Pay vice the rev'i^ence virtue long ufurpMjJ 1 

And yield deformity the fond applaufc 

Mrfifch beauty w;ont to claim 5 forgive my long ' , j 

That fijr the tflufhing diflSdence of youth; . ^05 ! 

It ihunt Hi* unequal province of your praife*. 

^) Tuf IT f far triumphant in the pleafing guile 

C»WDd imagination, fol!y*s train ^ ' 

Have dai'd our fearch : but'»¥ a daftar*d-kind 

Advance Vcluftarit, ind withfeult'ring feet ' ^la ^ 

Shrink from the gazer's eye : infceblcd hcartSj^ 

Whom fancy 6hilW with vifionary fears. 

Or bfends t6 fervilfe tamenefs with conceits 

Of fhame, of e?il, or of bafe defeA, 

FaQUftic aiid delufive* Here the ftave 2ts 

i^ Who 
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Who droops abaQi*d v^htn fullcn pomp, farv^s 

H}s humbler habit : here the trembling wretch 

Ohnerv'd and froze with terror's icy .bolts , . . 

Spent in weak waitings, drown'd in Ihanieful tears, . /> 

At every dream of danger ; here fifbducd ' . as^Qt "^ 

By frontiers laughter and the hardy fcprn 

Of old, unfeeling vice, the abjeil foul ' * 

Who blufhing half refigng the.candid praile . 

Of temperance and honour $ half difowns, 

•A freeman's hatred of tyrannic pride $ / jafi' 

And hears with fickly fmile the jrcnal mouth 

With/oulcft licence mock the patriot's name, 

{h) Last of the motky bands oa wbgni^the pow'r 
Of gay derifion bends her hoftile aim, . ' 

Is that where fliamefql ignorance pre&d^. 230 

Beneath hei fordid banfaers, ! lo titey march, . /^ ; 
Like blind and lame. . Whatever the doubtful bands. ^ 
Attempt, confufion ftfq^it appears behind, ; 

And troubles all the work. Thro' ihany a. maze, 
Perplex'd they ftruggle, changing every path, , ijjj 
Overturning every purpipfe ; then at laft . '\ ^'' 
Sit downdifm^yM, and lca(Ve th' entangled fccne. 
For fcorn to iport with fuch then is; th' abode ' 
0/ lolly In the mind ; and fi^rh the Ihapea 
In which flie governs her obfequious train, 246: 

Thrp' every fcene of ridicule in ihingj. 
To lead the teaour of my devious lay ; , 
Thro' every fwift occafion, which the hknd 
Of laughter points^at^ wjien.thc mkthfulfting 

• ' Diftcnd? 
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Diftends ptx fidlyiiig tktrres ind choaks hec tongue $ 
What were it but to count tkch<rjM drop 246 
Which mornii^s dtwy fingers' on the blooms 

/) Of M^dilHU ? (;) Suffice it to have faid^ 

^' Wh(ffc*cr the pow*lr of ridicule difplays 

Her qusdnt-ey'd vifs^e, fome incongruous tonn, 25^0 
Some ftubborn di^nance of thing? conobin'd^ 
Strikes on the quick phfenrer : whether pomp^ 
^ Or praife or beauty niix their partial claim 
Where fordid faihions^ where ignoble deeds^ 
'Where foul dcfornitQMre wont to dwelJ, 255 

Or whether thefe with viohtiott loath*d^ , ♦ 
Invade refplendent pomp's imperious mien^ 
The charm^of beaHiy, Qr the boaft of praiic* 

(I) Ask we for what fair end» th^ almighty fire 
%n mortal bolbms waioes this gay contempt, 1160 

Thefe grateful ftkigs of laughter, fromdifguft 
Iduciog pleafure ? Wherefore, but to aid 
' l^e tatdy fleps o£ reafon, and at once 
By: this prcnnpt impulfe urge us to depreis 
The ©ddy aims of folly I Tho' the light 26jf 

Of truth flow^dawniag on th' inquiring mind^ 
At lengtb unfolds^ thm' many a fubtUe tiCf 
How thefe uncoiuh difoniers end at laft 
In publick evil » yet benignant hcav*n 
Confcious how dim the dawn of truth appears aj.d. 
To thoufands j ccmfcious whai a fcanty paufe 
From laboufo and from cate the wider lot^ 
Of bumble lifeiAnds^for ftivliottS;tbought: 
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To fcan the maze of nature ; therefore ftampt 

The glaring fcenes with cbarafters of fcorn, 275 

As broad, as obvious to the palfing clown, 

A s to the letterM fagc*s curious eye. 1 

Such are the various afpefts of the mind— — 

Some heavenly genius, whofe unclouded thoughts 

Attain that fecret harmony which blends 280, 

Th* aefherial fpirit with it's mold of clay ; 

O ! teach me to reveal that grateful charm 

That fearchlefs nature o'er the fenfe of man 

Difiufes, to behold, in lifelefs things, 

(/) The inexpreffive femblance of himfelf, , 285 

Of thought and paffion. Mark the fable woods 

That (hade fublime yon mountains nodding brow i 

Whh what religious awe the folemn fcen^ ' 

Commands your fteps ! as if the reverend form '"^ 

Of Minos or of Numa fhould forfake 29a 

^ Th' Elyfian (cats, and down th* imbow'ring glade 

•Move to your paufing eye I Behold th* expanfe 

Of yon gay landlkip, where the filver clouds 

Flit o'er the heavens before the fprightly breeze : 

Now their grey cindture Ikirts the doubtful fan' 5 , 29S 

Now ilrcams of fplendor, thro* the opening veil 

Effulgent, fweep from off the gilded lawn 

Th* aerial fliadbws ; on the curling brook. 

And on the fliady margin's quivering leaves 

With quickeft luftre glancing : While you view 300 

The pfo^^eft, fay, within your chearful breaft 

Plays hot the lively fcnfc of winning mirth 

K Wit^ 



S£ The PLEASURES 

With clouds and fun«{hine cbequePd, while the round 
Of fecial conyerfe, to th' infpiring tongue 
Of forae gay ilymph amid her fubjeft-train, 305 

Moves all obfequious ? Whence is this effeft. 
This kindred power ot fuch ^ifcbrding thing? ?* 
Or flows their femblance from that myftic tone % 
To which the new-born mind's harmonious pow'rs 
At firft were ftrung ? Or rather from the links ^id 
Which artful cuftom twines around her frame ? ^ 

For when the different images of things 

By chance combined, have ftruck th' attentive foul 

With deeper impulfe, orconneded long, 

Have drawn her frequent eye ; however diftinft 31S 

Th' external fcenes, yet oift th* ideas gain 

From that conjunflion an eternal tie. 

And fympathy unbroken. Let the mind 

Recall one partner of the various league. 

Immediate, lo ! the firm confederates rife 32a 

And each his former ftation ftrait refumes : 

One movement governs the confenting throngs 

And all at once with rofy pleafure (bine. 

Or all are faddea'd with the glooms of care. 

'Twas thus, if ancient fame the truth unfold, 325 

{m) Two faiihlul needles from th' informing touch 

Of the £une parent-ftone, together drew 

If s myftic virtue, and at firft confpir'd 

With &tal impulfe quiv'ring to the pole ; 

Then, tho* ilsjoinM by kingdoms, tho* the main 330 

Rowl'd it's^broad fuige betwixt, and difi'rent ftars 

Beheld 
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Behdd their wakeful motions, yet preferv*d 

The former fricndlhip, and remember^ ftill 

Th' alliance of their birth : whatever the line 

Which one poflefs'd, nor paufe, nor quiet knew 335 

The fure affociate, ere with tremblipg fpeed' 

He found it's path, and ftx'd unerring therev 

Such is the fecret union, when we feel 

A fong, a flow'r, a name, at once reftore , 

Thef^ long-connp6tc4 fcenes where firft they moy'd 340 

Tb' attention ; backward thro her mazy walks 

Guiding the .wanton fency to her fcope. 

To temples, courts or fields ^with all the band 

Ol painted forms, of pafllons and defigns 

Attendant : whence^ if pleafing in itfelf, 345 

(The profpe£t from that fweet^acceflion gams 

Redoubled influence o'e^ the lift'ning mind; 

(«) By thefe myfterious tits the bufy pow^ 
Of mem'ry her ideal train prcferves 
Intire s or when they would elude lier watcfa^ 3£0 
Reclaims their fleeting footfteps from the wafto> 
Of dark oblivion ; thus colledting alt 
The various forms of being to prefent 
Before the curious aim of ra>mic art^ 
Their largeft choice : like fpring's unfoMed^ bk)oms 
Exhaling fweetnefs, that the fkilful bee 336 

May tafte at will^ from their feledted fpoils 
To work her dulcet food. For not th* expanfe 
Of living lakes, in fummer's noontide calm, . 
Refle£ls the bordering Xhade and fun«bright heav'ns.360 
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With fairer femblance $ not the fculptur'd gpl^d 
More faithful keeps the graver's Fxvely trace^ ' 
Than he whofe birth the iifter-pow'rs of art 
Propitious vieiv'd^ and from his genial ftar 
Shed influence to the feeds of &ncy kind ; 365 

Than his attentper^'d bofom muft preferve 
The feal of nature. There alone unchanged, 
Heribrni remains. The balmy waits of May 
There breathe perennial fwe^ts, the trembling chord. 
Kefoundd for ever in th' abftradled ear^ 379 

Melodious ; and the virgin's radiant eye, 
Superior to difeafe, Xo grief, and time. 
Shines with unbating luftre. Tiiusat length 
JEhdow'd with all that nature can beftow. 
The child of fancy oft in filencc bends 37 j 

O'er thefe mixt treafures of his pregnant breaft. 
With confcious pride. From them he oft refolves 
To frame he knows not what excelling* things \ 
And win he knows not what fublime reward 
pf praifeand wonder. By dqpees the mind 38O1 
Feels her ygung neryes dilate i the plaftic pow'rs 
Labour for a£tioi\ : blind emotioiis.^eave 
His bofom ; and .with lovelicft frenzy caught. 
From eardi to heay'n he rolls his daring eye. 
From heav'n to earth. Anon ten thoufand fliapes 385 
X>ike fpedtres trooping to thq wifard's call. 
Fleet fwift before him. From the womb of earth. 
From ocean's bed they come : th' eternal heav'ns 
Dlfclofe their fplendors, and the dark abyfa . 
Bours out her births unknown. With fixed gaze 39a 

He 
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He marks the.riimg pSmntom^ Now compares 

Their di^rent forms $ now blends tbemy now divides 

Enlarges and extenuates by turns ; 

Oppof(BSy raqges in fantafti^ bands^ 

And infinitely varies. Hither now, 395 

Now thither fluctuates his inconftant aim. 

With endleis choice perplexed. At length liis plan ' 

Begins to open. Lucid order dawns ; 

And as from Chaos old the jarring feMs 

•Of nature at the voice divine repaired 40O 

Each to its place, till rofy earth unv€!il'd 

Her fragrant bolbm, and the joyful fun 

Sprung up the blue ferene : by fwift degrees 

Thus difentanglcfd his entire delign 

J£merges. Colours mingle, features jom, 40^ 

And lines converge : the fainter parts retire } 

The fairer eminent in light advance ; 

And every image oh' its neighbour fmiles. 

A while he ftands, and with a Other's joy 

Contemplates. Then with Promethean art, 410 

(p) Into his proper vehicle he breatbes * 

The fiur conception ; which imbodied thus 

And permanent, becomes to eyes or ears 

An cdbje£t aicertain'd ; while thus^inform'd^ 

The various objeOs of his mimic (kill, 415 

The conibnance of founds, the featured rock. 

The ilfadowy fijfture and impaffiony yerfe. 

Beyond their proper powers attraft the foul , , 

By that expreffive femUance, while in fight 

Of nature's great oriainal we-icacr V^ 
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The lively child of art ; while line by line^ 

And feature after feature we refer 

To that fublime exQmplar whence it ftole 

Thofe animating charms. Thus beauty's palm 

JBetwixt/em wavering hangs ; applauding love 425 

poubts where to choofe ; and mortal man afpires 

To teqjpt .creative praife. As when a cloud 

Of gathering hail with limpid crufts of ice ; 

Xnclos'd and obiious to the beaming fun, 

Colleds his large eiFalgence ; (trait the heav'ns 430' 

Wkh equal flames prefent on either hand 

The radiant viftge : Perfia ftands at gaae, 

Appaird ; and on the brink' of Ganges waits 

The fnowy-vcfted fcer, in Mithra's nanae. 

To which th^ fragrance of the fouth {hall burn^ 43S 

To which his warbled orifons afccnd. 

V 

Such various blifi the well tun'd heart enjoys. 

Favoured pf heaven ! While plung'd in fordid cares, 

Th' unfeeling vulgar mocks the boon divine : 

And harfh aufterity, from whofe rebuke 44^ 

Young love and fmiling wonder {brink away, 

Aba(h'd and chill of heart, with f^er frowns 

Condemns the fair ii^chantment. On, my {Irain^ 

Perhaps ev^n now, Ibme cold iailidious judge 

CaRs a d'lfdainful eye ; and calls my toil. 

And calls the love and beauty which I ifingp. ^ 

The dream of foUy. Thou giave cenfor ! lay. 

Is beauty then a dream» becaule the ^ooms 

)Df dulnels hang too ^eavy on tbiLfeofs 

Ta 
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To let her fliine upon thee ? So the man 450 

Whofc ey© ne'er cpfen'd 00 the light of heav'n, 

M^it fmile with fcom while raptured vifibh tells 

Of the g^y, coloar'd radiance flufhing bright * 

O'er all creation. From the wife be far 

Suchgrofs, unhallow'd pride ; nor ifecds ray fong 45$ 

Defcend fo low j but rather now unfold. 

If human thought could reach, or words unfold 

By what myfterious febric of the mind. 

The deep-felt joys and harmony of found 

Refult from airy motion ; and from jQiape ^60 

Xhd lovely, phantoms of fublime and^ir. 

By v^hat fine ties hath God conne£ted things • 

Whea prefent in the mind s which in themielvea 

Have no connexion ? Sure the rifing {\xn^ 

O'er the caprulean convex of the fea, 46^ 

With equal brightnels and with equal warmth 

M%bt rbwl his fiery orb ; nor yet the foul 

Thus feels her frame expanded, and her pow'rs 

Exulting in the fplendor (he beholds ; 

Like a young conqueror moving thro' the pomp 470 

Of fomc triumphal day. When joined at eve, 

Soft-murm*ring ftreams, and gales of geiitleft brejith 

Melodious Philomela's wakeful ftrain 

Attemper, could tiot man's dffcerning car 

Thro' all its tones the fymphony purfue *4'7«{ 

Nor yfet this breath divine of namclefi joy 

Scea thro his veins and fan th' awaken'd heart. 

Mild as the b;ceze, yet rapt'rous as the lojng f 
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But i^^jre not nature llill indowM at large 
With all which life requires, thtf unadorn'd 48i^ 

With fuch enchantment ? Wherefore theil her form 
So exquiiitcly fair ? her breath perfiim*d 
With fuch Ktherial fweetneft ? Whence her voice 
LiformM at will to raife or to deprefi ' ^ 

Th' iminflion- d foul? and whence the robes of light 4S5 
Which thus Inveft her with more' lovely pomp 
Than faocy can defcribe ? Whence but from thee,, 
O fteirce di vftie of evei *fio wirig love, 
And thy unmeafurM goodnefs ? Not content 
With evefy food of life to nourifh man, 49^ 

By kind allufions of the wond*rous fenfe 
Thou mak'ft til nature beauty to his eye, ' { 

Or mufic to his ear : well pleas'd he fcans 
The, goodly profpeft ; and with inward fmiles 
Treads the gay verdure of the painted plain | jf^f^ 

Beholds the azure canopy ctf heav'n. 
And living lamps that over-arch his head ' 
Wiih more than regal fplendor ; bends his ears 
To the full choir of water, air and earth ; 
Nor heeds the pkafing error of his thought, ^oo ^ 

Nor doubts the painted ^een, or azure arch, . 
Nor queftions more the mufic'j mingling founds 
Than fpace, or motion, or eternal time : ♦ 

So fweet he feels their influence to attradt 
The fixed Ibul ; to brighten the dull glooms %e^ 
Of care, and make. the deftin'd road of lift - 
Delightful to his feet. So fables tell 

Th* - 
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Th* advent'xous hero, bound on hard exploits. 

Beholds with glad fuiprlfe, by fecret fpclls 

Of forne kind fage, the patron of bis toils, 510 

A vifionary parjidife difclos*d 

Amid the ditbious wild : with ftreams, and fhades, 

A|id airy fongs, th* inchanted landfcape fmilcs, 

Chears his long labours, and renews his frame. 

What then is tafte, but thefe internal powers 515 
Adive and ftrong, and feelingly alive 
To each fine impulfe ? a difcerning fenfe 
Of decent and fublime, with quick difguft 
From things deform'd, or difarrang'd, or grofs 
In fpecies ? This, nw gems, nor ftores of gold, s^o 
Nor purple ftate, nor culture can beftow ; 
But GOD alone, when firft his active hand 
Imprints the fecret byafs of the foul, • 

He, mighty parent ! wife and j aft in all 
Free as the .vital breeze or light of heav'n, 525 

Reveals the charms of naturcc * Alk the fwain 
Who journeys homeward from a fummer day's 
Long labour, why, forgetful of his- toils 
And due repofe, he loiters to behold 
The fun-fliine gleaming as thro' amber clouds, 530 
O'er all the weftern (ky 5 full foon, I ween, 
•His rude expreffioa and untutored airs, 
' Beyond the pow'r of language, will unfold 
The form of beauty fmiling at his heart. 
How lovely ! how commanding ! But thro' heav'n 
In every breaft hath fown thefe early feeds ' 53f> 

L - Of 
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Of love and admiration, yet in Vain, ' 
Without fair culture's kind parental aid. 
Without enlivening funs, and genial fhow'rsj. 
And fliclte^ from the blaft, in vain vire hope 540. 

The tender plant fliould rear its blooming head, ; 
Or yield the harveft promis'd in itsfpringi , ^ 

Nor yet will every foil with equal ftores 
Repay the tiller's labour j or attend 
His will, obfequious, whether to produce • 545 
The olive or the laurel. DifPrent minds 
Inclineto different objefts : (J>) one purfues. 
The vaft alone, the wonderful, the wild 5 
Another fighs for harmony, aujd grace. 
And gentleft beauty. Hence when lightning fires 550 
The .arch of heav'n, and thunders rock the ground ; 
When furious whirlwinds rend the howling aii:. 
And oceaj3, groaning from' the loWcft bed. 
Heaves his tempeftuous billows to the (ky ; 
Amid the mighty uproar, while below 555 

The nations tremble, Shakefpear Jooks abroad . 
From (ome high cliff, fuperior, and enjoys 
The elemental war. ^ But (?) Waller longs, 
All'on the margin of fome flow'ry ftream 
To fprea.d his carelefs limbs amid thexool • 560 
Of plantane {hades, and to the lift'ning deer, 
', The tale of flighted vows an4 love'^ difdain 

Rcioufil'foftr warbling all the live-long day : ) 

Cohfming Zephyr fighs ; the weeping rill 
joins in his plaint, melodious 5 mute the groves ; 565 
And hill and dale with all their echoes, mourn. • 
Such and fo various arc the taftes of men. ' ^ 
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Oh ! blcft of heav*ii, whom not the languid fongs 
Of luxury, theJSiren ! not the bribes 
Of fordid wealtn, nor all the gaudy fpoils .^ ST^ 
Of pageant honour can feduce to leave 
Thofe ever-blooming fweets, which <rom the ftore 
Of nature fair imagination culls 
To charm th' inlivenM faul ! .What thb* not ail 
Of mortal offspring can attain the heights * 575 
Of * envied life 5 tho' only few poffefs it 

Patrician treafurcs or imperial ftate ^ 
Yet nature's care, to all her childrei; juft. 
With richer treafuresand an ampler ftate 
Endows at lai^e whatever, happy man 580 

Will deign to xifc them. His the city's pomp^ 
The rural honours his. Wbate'er adorns 
The princely dome, the column and the arch. 
The breathing marbles and the fculptur'd gold^ 
Beyond the proud pofleflbr^s narrow claim, " • 585 
His* tuneful brcaft enjoys. For hin?,» th^ fprlng 
Diilills her dews, and from the filkie;n gem 
Its lucid leaves unfolds : for him, the hand * 
Of autumn tinges every fertile branch ^ 
'With blooming gold and blulhes like the morn-, 590 
Each pafling hour (beds tribute from her wings s 
And ftill new beauties meet' his lonely walk $ 
And loves unfclt attraft him. Not a breeze- 
Flies o'er the meadow, not a cloud imbibes 
The fettmg fun's effulgence, not a ftrain 595 

Fropi all thc*ttxiant8 of the warbling fiiade 
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Afcendj, but whence his bofom can partake 

* refli p eafure, unreprov'd. Nor thence i«f take. 

Freft pleafure onljr : for th' attentive mi^. 

By tHis harmonious aSion on her po#» fi«-.» 

Becomes herfelf harmonious: won't foW 

4n outward things t6 meditate the chann 

Of faered order, foon fte feeks at home 

To find a kindred order, to exert • 

Within herfelf this elegance of love, ^oc 

. P« ^-inrpir-d delight : her temper'd pow-rs ^ 
Kehne at length, and every paffion weaw 

A chafter, milder, more attradtive mien. 

But If to ampler profpeds, if to gaze 

On nature's form where- Negligent of all glO 

Thefe leffer graces, flie aflUmes the port 

Of that eternal m^efly that weigh'd ' - 

The world's foundations, if to thefe the mind 

Mt her daring eye, then mightier ftr * 

w,n be the change, and npbler. WojUd theJbmis 

JJ« lervile cuftom cramp her gen'rous pow're i 6i6 1 

would fordid poUcies, the barb'ious growth «• ! 

Of sgnoratoe and rapine bow her down. i 

7^ ,^® purfuits, to indolence and fear f > I 

iK> ! flje appeals to nature, to the winds iSi9 

And rowling wares, the fun's unwearied courfe. 
The elements and /eafons : all declare 

For what th' etei?ial maker hasoidain'd 
Thepow'rsofman: we feel within ourfclm 
His energy divine : he tells the heart 6a< 

He liieant, he made w to behold aad lore 

Whait 
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. WJiat be beholds and lores, the general oib ' ■ 
Of life atid being } to be great Iffce him. 
Beneficent ami a£lire. Thus the men 
Whom nature's works can chann> with God tumffelf 
Hold converle ; grow ^miliar, day by day, 631 
With his conceptions j a£t upon his plan j 
Add' form to Ihs the r eli& of their fools. 
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NOTES 
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(a) T Inc 18 -— ..— ^^(/i^rtf tie pm^rs 

I J -, Of fancy ^ &c»] The influence of the i- 
maginatiou on the conduct of life is one of the mofir 
important points in moral philofophy. It were eafy 
by an induflion of fadls to prove that the imagination 
diredts almoft all the paffions, and mixes with 
almoft every circumftance of adlion or pleafure* 
Let any man,«vfen of the coldeft head arid lobereft in- 
^uftry, analyfe the idea of what he; calls his intereft ; 
he will find that it confifts chiefly of certain images of 
decency, beauty ^and order, v^iribufly combin'd into , 
one fyftem, the idol which he feeksto enjoy bylabour^ 
hazard, and felf denial. It is on this account, of the 
]aft confequence to regulate thefe images by the ftan- 
dard of nature and the general good 5 othcrwife the i- 
magination^by heigh tning fome objefts beyond their 
real excellence and beauty, or by rcprefenting others in 
a more odious or terrible Ihape than they deferve, mav 
of courfe engage us in purfuits utterly inconfiftent with 
the Jaws of the moral order. 

If it be objefted, that this accountvof things fuppo- 
fes the paflions to be merely accidental, whereas there 
appears in fome a natural and hereditary difpofition to- 
certain ^iE9ns prior to all circumilances of education 
or fortune y it may be anfwer'd, that tho' no man is 
born ambitious or a mifir^ yet he may inherit ffom his 

parents 
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parents a peculiar temper or complexion of mind, 
which (hall render hb imagination more liable to b& 
ftruck with fome particular objefts, [confequently dif- 
pofe him to form opinions of good and illj and enter- 
tain paflions of a particular turn. Some men, for in<» 
ftance, by the original frame of their minds, are more 
delighted with the vaft and niagnificent, others on the 
contrary with the elegant and gentle afpedls of nature. 
And it is very remarkable, that the difpofition of the 
moral powers is always fimilar to this of the imagina- 
tion ; that thbfe who are moft inclin'd to admire pro- 
digious and fublime objects in the phyfical world, are 
alfo moft inclin'd to applaud examples of fort^ude aiid 
lieroic virtue in the moral. While thofe who are 
charm'd rather with the delicacy and Jiveetnefs of co- 
lour:?, and forms and founds, never fail in like manner 
to yield the preference to ^the fofter fcencs of virtue, 
and the fympaihies of a domeftic life. And this is fuf- 
ficient to account for the objeftion. 
; » Among the ancient philofopers, tho* we have fe* 
veral hints concerning this influence of the imaginati- 
on upon morals among the remains of the Socratic 
fchool, yet the Sm€S were the firft who paid it a due 
attention. ZenOy their founder, thought it impoffible 
to preferve any tolerable regularity in life, without fre» 
quently infpeftihg thofe piftures or appearances of 
things which the imagination offers to the mind. {Diog, 
JLaert^ L yii.) The meditations of -A/, AureliuSy and 
the difcourfes of £^/V7^/«5, are full of the fame fenti- 
mcnts ; infomuch that this latter makes the right ma'' 
nagement $f the J amies ^ the only thing for which we are 
accountable to providence, and without which, a man 
is no other than ftupid or frantic. Arrian. I. u c, 1 2. 
& /. ii. c. 22. See alfo the Charafteriftics, vol. i. from 
P» 3*5-'^o p^ 3:21. where this Stoical doflrine is eipbel- 
liflied with all the eloquence of the graces oi Plato. > 

{b) Lin- 
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(ty Dncr 7$. ^— — himfollfs auhjoart arts, &c.} 
Notwithftandrag the general influence of ridicule oh 
private and civil life,, as weU as on learning and the 
iciences, it has been alraoft confiantly negleded or 
milrepreiented, by divines cfpecially. The manner of 
treating thefe fuUefts in the fcience of human nature, 
fiKHiU be precifely the fame as in natural philofop)iy ; 
from particular faSts to inveftigate the fiated order in 
which they appear^ and then apply the general law, 
thus difcovered, to the explication of other appearanc- 
es, and the implrovefflent of ufeful arts. 

(r) Line 84. Bebeid the firemojt bapd &c,] Tho 
firft and^mcrft general iburce of ridicule in , the chara- 
dersof men, is vanity or felf-applaufe for fome defir- 
able quality or pojQTeffion which evidently does not be« 
long to thofe wlio aiTume it* 

(df) Line I2i» Ihen eomes tbifecond^der, &c.] Ri« 
dicule ftoxa the fame vanity, where tho' the poflefSon 
be real, yet no merit can arife from it, becaufe of fome 
particular cii'cumftances,. which, tho' obvious to the 
fpe£lator, are yet overlookt by the ridiculous charadber. 

{e) Line 15a. Another tribe fuceeedsy &c.] Ridi- 
cule from a notion of excellence in particular objefb 
difpr(q)ortion'd to their intrinfic value, and incon* 
fiftcnt with' the ctfder of nature; 

(f) Line 191, But now ye gay, &c.] Ridicule from 
a notion of excellence, where the objeQ: is abfolutely 
odious or contemptible. This is the higheft degree of 
the ridiculdous ; as in the affeflation of difeafes or vices. 

{g} Line 206. ^hu^ far} triumphant, &c.] Ridicule 
from &lfe {bame or groundlefs fear. 

{b) ]Lin6 128. Laji of the &c.] Ridicule from the 
ignorance of fuch things as our circumftances require 
us to know* - 

• [i] Line 148. Suffice it fo havefiii, he.} By com* 

parings 
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paring thefe general fources of ridicule with each o- 
iher, and examining the ridiculous in other objeds, W2 
may obtain a general definition of it equally applicable 
to every fpecies. The moft important circumftance 
of this definition is laid dpwn in the lines referred to ; 
but others more minute we (hall fubjoin here. Art* 
flotW% account of the matter feems both imperfedl and 
faHe 5 the riduulom^ fays he, u fome certain fault or tur- 
C pitude without pain and not deftru^ive to its fubjecf.' 
{Poetic, c, v.) For allowing it to be true, as it :s hot, 
that the ridiculous is never accompanied with pain, , 
yet we might produce many inftances of fuch a fault 
or turpitude^ which cannot with any tollerable pro-^ 
priety be called ridiculous. So that the definition 
' does not diftinguifli the thing defined. Nay further, 
even when we perceive the turpitude tending to the 
deftruftipn of its fubjeft, we may ftill be fehfible of a 
\ ridiculous appearance, till the ruin become imnsinenc 

and the keener fenfations of pity or terror banifti the 
ludicrous apprehenfion from our minds. For the fen- 
. fation of ridicule is not a bare perception of the agree- 
ment or difagreeiiient of ideas ; but a pafTxon or emo- 
tion of the mind confequential to tnat perception. 
So that the mind may perceive the agreement or dif- 
. agreement, and yet not feel the ridiculous, becaufe it is 
engrOlTed by a more violent emotion. Thus it hap- 
<^ pens that fome men think thofe objefts ridiculous, t) 

which others cannot endure to. apply the Damfe i be- 
caufe in them they excite a'much inicnfer and more 
important feelings And this difference, among other 
- caufes, has brought a good deal of confufion intp this 
queftion. . 

^hat which makes obje^s ridiculous is fome groin i ctf 
admiration or ejleem conneSfed with other more general 
(ircumjlances^ comparatively tvorthlefs or deformed \ ar 

M 
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it is feme circumjlance of turpitudt or deformity e^nneif^ 
ted vjith ivhat is in general excellent or beautiful :the in^ 
conjijlent properties exijling either in the obje^s themfeU 
ves^ or in the apprehenfion of the per fen to whom they ref- 
late \ belonging always to the fame order Or'clafs of beings 
imptyiffg Jentiment or defign ; and exciting no acute 
or vehement emotion oftheheaft.' 

To prove the feveral parts of this definition : T7)i 
appearance of excellence or beauty conne^ed with a gene-- 
ral condition comparatively fordid or deformed^ is ridicu- 
lous ; viz. pompuous pretenfions to wifdom join'd with, 
ignorance and folly in the Socrates of Arijlophan'es ; 
-and the applaiife ot military glory with cowardice and 
ftupidity in the Jhrafe of Terence. 

The appearance of turpitude or deformity in conjunSfi" 
m with what is in general excellent or venerable^- is alfo 
ridiculous : for inltance, the perfonal weaknefles of a 
inagiftrate appearing in the fokmn and public fuhdli- 
ons of his ftation. "' ' '\ ' 

"The incongruous properties may either exijl in the oh* 
ije£ls themfelves^ or in the apprehenfion of the perfon to 
whom they relate: in the laft- mentioned inftanccs 
they both exift in the objeds j in the ijrftance from 
Jrtflophanes and Terence^ one of them is objetlii^' and 
real, the other only founded in the apprehenfion 'of 
the ridiculous charafler. " ' 

7he inconftftent properties mujt belong tojhifame ^r- 
^er or clafs of being, A coxcomb in fine' cloaths be- 
daubed by accident in foul weather, is a xidjculousi 
<5bje(Jl J bec^ufe his general apprehenfion of excellency 
and efteem is referred to the fplendour and eXpence of 
his drefs. 'A man of fenfeand merit in the fam'e cir* 
cumftances, is not/ counted ridiculous ; becaufe the 
general ground ot excellence and efteem in him, is 
both in faft and in his own apprehenfion, of a very 
..ifferemfpecies. - * ♦ * Ever^ 
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Every ridiculous objeSf implies fentiment or deftgn. 
A column placed by 'an arch iteft without i capital 
or bafe, is laugh'd at : the fame column placed in a 
ruin caufefr a very different fenfation. 

And laftly, the occurrence muft excite no acute or ve^ 
hementi emotion of the hearty fuch as terror, pity or in- 
dignation 5 for in that cafe, as was obferv'd above,* the 
mind is not at leifure to contemplate the ridiculous. 

Whether any appearance not ridiculous be invol- 
ved in this defcription ; and whether it comprehend'e- 
very fpecic? and f<ym of the ridiculous, muft be de- 
termjn'd by repeated applications of it to particular in- 
llances. 

{k) Line 259. 4ft^ we for whatykc,'] Since it is be- 
yond all contradiction evident that we havp' a natural 
iipnfe or feeling of the ridiculous, and fince fo good a 
reafon may be aflign'd to juftify the fupreme being for 
beftowing it ; one cannot without aftonifliment refleft 
on the conduft of thofe»men who imagine it is for the. 
fervice of true religion to vilify and blacken it without 
djftinftioa, and endeavour to perfuade us that it is ne- 
ver applied but in a bad caufe. Ridicule is not concerned 
with meer fpeculative truth or falfliood. It is not in 
abftraft propofitions or, theorems, but in adlions and 
paffions, good and evil, beauty and deformity, that we 
find materials for it j and all tkefe terms are relative^ 
implying approbation or blame. To afk then whether 
ridicukbe a tefl of truths is, in other words, to" aft! 
whether that which is ridiculous can be morally true^. 
can be juft and becoming ; or whether that vvhich is 
juft and becoming, can be ridiculous. A ^ueftion that 
does not deferve a ferioos anfwer. For it is moft evi- 
dent, that as in a metaphyfical propofitionjoffer'd to the 
underftanding for it's affent, the faculty of reafon exa- 

mine*! 
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mines the terms of the propofition, and finding one 
idea which was fuppojed fiqnal to another, to be in fedl 
ijneqnal, of confequence rcjedls the propofition as a 
falfliood : fo in cbjeSs offered to the mind for it's e- 
fteem or applaufe, the faculty of ridicule feeling an in- 
congruity in the claim, urges the mind to rejedl it 
with laughter and contempt. When therefore we ob- 
ftrve fuch a claim obtruded upon itaankind, and the 
inconfiftent circumftances carefully concealed from jthe 
eye of public, it is our bufinefs, if the matter be of im- 
portance to fociety, to drag out thofe latent circum- 
ftances, and by fetting them in full fiew, convince the 
world how ridiculous the claim is ; and thus a double 
advantage is gain'd ; for we bo'thMeteft the moral falfe^ 
hood fooner than in the way of fpeculative enquiry, and 
imprefs the minds of men with a ftronger fenfe of the. 
vanity and error of it's authors. And this and no 
jjiore is meant by the application of ridicule. 

But it is faid, the practice is dangerous, and may 
bfe inconfiftent with the regard we owe to objefts of 
real dignity and excellence. I anfwer, the pradlice 
fairly mangaed can never be dangerous j men may be 
diftioneft in obtruding circumftances foreign to the ob- 
jeft, and we may be inadvertant in allowing thofe cir- 
cumftances to impofe upon us ; but the fenfe of ridi^ 
cule always judges right : the Socrates of Jriflophanes 
i$ as truly ridiculous, a character as ever was drawn. 
——True but it is not the charafter of Socrates^ the di-' 
. vine moralift and father of ancient wifdond. What 
then ? did the ridicule of the poet hinder the philofo- 
pher from dete(5ing and difclaiming ;thofe foreign cir- 
cumftiances which he had falfely introduced into his 
charafterj and thus rendering the fatirift doubly ridicu* 
fous in his turn ? No : but it neverthelefs had an il! 
influence on the minds o£ the people. And fo has the 

reafoning 
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reafoning of Spinoza made many athiefts ; he has foun-* . 
ded it indeed on fuppofitions utterly telle, but ajiow him 
thefe, and his conclufions are unavoidably true. And 
if we muft rejeft the iife of ridicule, becaufe by the im- , 1 
pofition of falfe circumftances, things may be made to 
feem ridiculous, which arc not fo in themfelves j why 
we ought not in the fame manner to rejedk the ufe of 
our reafon, becaufe by proceeding on falfe principles, 
conclufions will appear true which are impoifible ia 
aiature, let the vehement and .obftinate declaimers a« 
gainft ridicule determine. 

(/) Line 285. Tie inexpreffhe femblance^ &c.] This 
liniilitude is the foundation of almoftall the ornaments 
of poetic diftion. 

{m) Line 326. Two faithful needles^ &c.] See the 
elegant poem recited by Cardinal Bembo in the Chara- 
cter of Lucretius 5 Strada Proluf vi. Academ. 2. c. 5. 

(«) Line 348. By thefe myjierious tieSy &c,] The 
a£t of remembring feem3 almoft wholly to depend oa 
the aflbciation of ideas. 

(o) Line 411, Into its proper vehide^ &c.] This 
relates to the different forts of corporeal mediums, by 
which the ideas of the artift are rendered palpable to 
the fenfes ; as by founds, in mufic 3 by lines and {ha<* 
dows, in painting, by diftion in poetry, Cjff, 

{p) Line 542. -^- Onepurjues 

uhe vaft alone ^ &c. J See the. note to ver, 18, of 
this book. 

(q) Line 557. ff^aller longs ^ Sec] 
O how I long my carelejs limbs to lay 
Under the plantane jhade ; artdafl the day 
U^tb amorous airs my fancy entertain^ &c, 
VfAtu Battle of the fummer^iflands. Cant. L 
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And again, 

ff^ile in the pari 1 fing, thrljJl'niMs deer 
Attend my pjjjigh aaijarget ttfedr, &c. 

At Pim-hurfl^ 
{r) Line 598; M/ a breeze, &c.] That this account 
liiay hot appear more poetically extra^'agant than jufl; 
In philolbphy, it may be proper to produce the fenti- 
ment of one of the greateft, wiftft, and bell of men on* 
this article ; one fo little to be fufpefled of partiality 
in the cafe, that he reckcins it among thofe favours' 
for which jie was.efpecially thankful to the gods, that 
they had not fuffered him to make any great profici- 
enty in the arts of eloquence and poetry, left by tliat 
pieans he fliould have been. diverted ftom purfuits oF' 
more importance to his hiph flation. Speaking of the^ 
beauty of univerfal nature, he obferves that (j&er* » a 
f leafing aitigrdetful aj^eit in every ebjeif we perceive, 
when once weconfider its connexion with that gent-, 
ral order. He inftances in many things which at firft 
iight would be thought rather deformities, and then 
adds, that a tnati wha enjoys ajinfibiiity of iemptr with. 

ajUji' carr^rehefifion of the umvtrfal trder wUt. 

Sfceru many amiable things^ tiQt credible tt evfry miad^ . 
hut to thaje alone who have tniered into a familiarity 
Viith tiature andber works. fA, hiAtmn, iii. 2. 
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